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Editorial 


Communist Call For 
Dismemberment of Israel 


HE BIENNIAL CONGRESS of the small but 

tightly organized Communist Party in Israel 
that concluded its sessions on June 1 did not 
mince words about its plans—which are the plans 
of its masters in the Kremlin—for Israel. The 
Jewish State is to be deprived of Jerusalem, the 
corridor of land that unites this city with the 
rest of the country, the bloc of territory which 
includes Ramleh and Lydda, Beer Sheba and a 
part of the Negeb, and Western Galilee. This 
territory, together with the rest of what was 
once Palestine, is to be constituted into an Arab 
state. In addition Israel is to disband its armed 
forces which are obviously an instrument of ag- 
gression against the Soviet Union, and all the 
Arab refugees are to be returned to their former 
domiciles. 

This communist plan for Israel should not be 
taken too lightly. For though the Communist 
Party within Israel is small and has virtually no 
following among the Jewish population—the 
bulk of its strength is derived from the Arabs 
of Nazareth and its vicinity—it has powerful 
_connections abroad in the governments of the 
Soviet Union and its satellites. These can prove 
troublesome in the councils of the United Na- 
tions. In the Arab countries, too, the commu- 
nists may be able to utilize Communist slogans 
to pressure Arab elements to resume hostilities 
against Israel. 

What caused the communist movement to 
publish such a mad plan at this time? What 
gains do they expect to derive now? Needless 
to say this program will not endear them to the 
Jews of Israel or those of any other country in 
the world. Nor is it likely to make them pop- 
ular with responsible Arab circles in the Middle 
East. Despite their protestations, the Arab gov- 
ernments have in fact recognized the existence 
of Israel within its present borders. They did 
so when they signed the armistice agreements, 
and the fiery irredentist phrases still heard on 
occasion become increasingly unconvincing. 

But the communist program can appeal to 
those morbidly anti-Jewish elements in the Mo- 
hammedan world which receive their inspiration 
from the Mufti who is pledged to the extermina- 
tion of the Jews wherever he can reach: them. 
It can also gain them some sympathy among pro- 
Nazi elements everywhere which are still un- 
reconciled to the failure of Hitler’s extermina- 


Comment 


tion program and for whom the rise of Israel is 
a festering reminder of their own defeat. 

Such sympathies are not without value for the 
communist movement. If by means of this pro- 
gram it will be possible for their agents to inten- 
sify Arab infiltration into Israel with its result- 
ing violence on the frontiers of the country, it 
will be a definite gain for them. The area will 
be kept in a state of turmoil, and the advantages 
to be derived from such a condition have been 
recently dramatically illustrated in the far east. 

We shall, therefore, not be surprised if in the 
near future there appears in the United States 
a “Progressive” committee, or congress or league 
devoted to the defense of the Arabs and the 
exposure of Israeli “imperialism” which not only 


“robbed” Arab territory, but also has aggressive - 


ambitions to annex parts of the Soviet Union 
as far as Lake Baikal. In this one respect the 
communist movement has remained truly inter- 
nationalist. When a policy is announced it is 
followed with might and main throughout the 
whole world. 


In this connection we cannot help tossing a 
bouquet in the direction of Israel’s much ma- 
ligned democracy. The communists met in Tel 
Aviv, proclaimed their treasonable program for 
the dismemberment of the country of which 
they are citizens then peacefully went home to 
eat their austerity dinners. What, for instance, 
would have happened were a group to meet in 
the Soviet Union and ask that Ruthenia be re- 
turned to the Czechoslovak People’s Democracy? 
Or that Dairen be returned to China? But it is 
unnecessary to speculate on what would happen. 

he answer is obvious. 


Jewish Missionaries to Israel? 


MERICAN REFORM JEWS will send a rabbi to 

Israel “to help lay the foundations for a 
progressive religious movement” in that coun- 
try. This announcement was made by Rabbi 
Philip Bernstein at the recently concluded con- 
vention of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis (Reform). And Rabbi Maurice Eisen- 
drat, in his semi-annual report to the Executive 
Committee of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, is reported to have said that the 
time is now ripe for the creation of a truly 
liberal (Reform) religious movement in Israel. 
He also suggested that Reform leaders of this 
country go to Israel to help create a “spiritual 
bridge” between the Jews in the two countries. 
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Jewish Frontier, as a Labor Zionist publica- 
tion, has never taken sides in the religious differ- | | 
ences that divide the Jewish community. We ISRAEL ROR DS 
have always felt that religion is a matter of per- _ em 
sonal conscience. So far as religion in Israel is 
concerned we have on numerous occasions re- 
iterated the point of view that every person K N $ 
should be his to choose the kind and foie of n 0 Ww 0 eason 
religious conviction that suit him best, and that 
no attempt should be made by one religious ” 
school to arrogate to itself monopolistic autho- ON YOUR VACATION—in camp. resort 
rity in matters of faith and religious practice, Ps 
or to enforce its views and practices on others. 
The logic of this reasoning leads to the obvious 
conclusion that Reform Jews, as well as Con- 
servative, Orthodox and free-thinking Jews 
should have complete freedom to regulate their 
private lives by their own belief and to seek con- after the year’s work you are also helping 
verts to their views. | Israel in its great task of providing a secure 
But though we do not question the unquali- home for hundreds of thousands of immi- 














or hotel—you can still do your share in 
selling Israel Bonds. 


YOU WILL ENJOY your vacation more 


when you know that while you are relaxing 





° fied right of the American Reform Movement 
to send emissaries to Israel, there appears to us 
to be something incongruous about this pro- 
cedure. It is, in a sense, a reversal of the age-old 
principle of MeZion teze torah, and creates the 
impression of “missionarying.” In the past there 
have been numerous “Committees” in America 
dedicated to the support of one or another of 
the many “causes” that abound in Israel. The | 
“American Committee for Liberal Judaism in 
Israel” which has been set up to foster progres- 
sive Judaism in that country appears to be the e FACTORIES MUST BE COMPLETED 
first one aiming to inaugurate a new cause To provide productive employment 
in Israel. We cannot escape the conviction that 
any attempt to “introduce” into Israel a new e MINES MUST BE OPENED 


grants. 


Israel’s Needs Do Not 
Stop for the Summer... 








e HOUSES MUST BE BUILT 
in anticipation of the coming winter 








religion or religious trend is tantamount to To provide raw materials 
carrying the proverbial coals to Newcastle. 
It is possible that Israel is ripe for the flower- 7 

ing of a Reform religious movement. So far ’ 
there have been few indications of such a trend. Do Y P ’ 
And although it is true that the Orthodox inter- o Your Fart. 2 
pretation of Judaism enjoys certain important ° t 
prerogatives in the country, no one has yet Sell Israel Bonds D uring n 
claimed that there has been interference with he S ’ b 
the organization of other religious trends. the Summer. fi 


The history of Jewish growth in Israel, and 
formerly in Palestine, does offer some construc- x o1 
tive ideas to the Reform movement in America. 
The past five decades have demonstrated that 


it is impossible to- foster movements in Israel NATIONAL se 











(social, political, cultural, religious) from the th 
outside. The only way to do so was for the de- LABOR ZIONIST COMM. in 
votees of any particular movement to settle in co 
Israel and become part of the life there. Then FOR ISRAEL BONDS of 
and only then could they exert a vital influence 45 EAST 17th STREET are 
on the life of the country. Some outstanding New York 3, N.Y we 
examples immediately come to mind. For many dg A fes 
years Orthodox elements tried to persuade set- fes 
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tlers in the kibbutzim and moshavim, most of 
whom were of a free-thinking turn of mind, to 
adhere to religious observances. Their efforts 
failed completely. It was only when Orthodox 
young men and women settled on the land and 
formed their own kibbutzim that Orthodoxy 
became a factor in the collectivist movement. 
Before that Alliance and PICA tried to graft 
patterns of French culture on the still small 
Jewish community. They failed. Other instan- 
ces could be cited. 


It is our feeling that the effort to foster a 


Tisha B’Ab -Its 


Tisha B’av the ninth day of the month of Av, is the 
fast-day of the most profound mourning in the Jewish 
calendar. Historically it is supposed to commemorate the 
destruction of the first and second Temples, and also the 
fall of Betar during Bar Kochba’s rebellion against Rome— 
the last major act of Jewish political and military self- 
assertion prior to the emergence of modern Zionism. 

On Tisha B’av Jews all over the world who revered or 
believed the traditions of their faith and people experienced 
a sense of personal grief and bereavement. They abstained 
from food and drink. They wore their cheapest and most 
worn clothing.. They gathered in synagogues where, seated 
on the floor, they chanted Jeremiah’s Lamentations and 
other dirges bewailing, the loss of the Temple, the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and the humiliation of the Jewish 
people. On Tisha B’av time seemed to have lost its di- 
mension, and the conquest of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar 
became a near personal loss. 
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“progressive religious movement” in Israel can 
only succeed by following the historically tried 
procedures. If appreciable numbers of Ameri- 
can Reform Jews were to take up domicile in 
Israel, as urban or as rural settlers, they would 
become a Reform beachhead there. The talk 
of a “spiritual bridge” between the communities 
in the two countries would then have validity. 
But we doubt very much that a visiting Reform 
Rabbi will find much response to his appeals 
either in Tel Aviv or Tel Yoseph. 


Meaning Today 


Since Tisha B’av commemorates the loss of Jewish 
Homeland and independence, there arises the question of 
the justification for this Fast Day now that Israel is again 
on the scene of history as an independent Jewish State. 
Such laments as: “Slaves have ruled over us,” or “She 
who was great among the nations (Jerusalem) has become 
tributary” sound strange today when Israel is independent 
and Jerusalem—the larger part of it, at least—is the fac- 
tual capital of Israel. Yehudah Halevi’s lament, also re- 
cited on Tisha B’av, “Wail Zion and her cities, like a 
woman in labor, and like a young woman girded in sack- 
cloth for the husband of her youth” is likewise, on the 
plane of reality not in accord with the situation today. 

The question therefore arises whether the observance of 
Tisha B’Av should not now be modified and its signific- 
ance reinterpreted. In the following two articles Rabbi 
Jacob Agus of Baltimore and Rabbi Robert Gordis of 
New York state their views on this question. 





Tisha B’Ab 
Transcends H istory 
by JACOB B. AGUS 


ISHA B’AV reflects the ambiguity of the his- 

torical element in the web of Jewish faith 
and culture. Ours is a historical faith, but his- 
tory provides the myth and imagery of faith, 
not its substance. Do we really observe Pessach 
because the Israelites came out of Egypt on the 
fifteenth day of Nissan, or Purim because Esther 
foiled the plot of Haman, or Shavuoth because 
on that day the Ten Commandments were pro- 
nounced? Are we sticklers for anniversaries? 
Suppose we learn from new archeological re- 
searches that the festival of Passover antedated 
the exodus, or that there is no mention either 
in the Torah or in the Book of Jubilees of the 
covenant at Sinai having taken place on the sixth 
of Sivan, or that there is no record in the Persian 
archives of the rise and downfall of Haman, 
would the enduring meaning and value of these 
festivals be diminished in the slightest? Mani- 
festly, it is the perennial glory of ideals that we 


celebrate, ideals which are illustrated and con- 
cretized in certain chosen perspectives of history. 
That the events in time, recalled by the Festivals, 
are but the moving reflection in the earthly 
mirror of eternal ideals is the basic view of both 
Kabbalah, the genuine philosophy of Orthodoxy, 
and the ideology of modern Judaism. Torah is 
the first fruit of the life of Israel—not the 
totality of Jewish life, or its civilization, but a 
compendium of certain, selected episodes, so 
chosen and so interpreted as to provide the fun- 
damental symbolic language of our faith. 

It may seem at first as if the case of Tisha 
B’av were radically different from the other 
history-rooted observances, in that its presumed 
ideal, an independent, free state is now realized. 
But, if once we grasp that the relation of faith 
to history is as the ideals of monotheism to the 
legendary thunder and lightning of Sinai, we 
cannot fail to see that in Tisha B’av too, the 
burden of meaning far transcends the historical 
tragedy of the day, vast as it undoubtedly was. 
For Tisha B’av does not commemorate either 
the destruction of the Jewish homeland, or the 
end of Jewish independence or the forced expa- 
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triation of the Jew and the beginning of life in 
the Galuth. In terms of these “national” or 
“political” turning points, the date of Tisha 
B’av was not ever particularly significant. Suffice 
it to recall that in the Great Revolt of 66-70 CE., 
Massada, not Jerusalem was the last fortress to 
succumb, that Jewish independence was extin- 
guished long before then and that the Galuth 
was well advanced and firmly rooted several 
centuries before the conquest of Jerusalem. Tisha 
B’av was from the beginning a religious observ- 
ance. It marked the destruction of the Holy 
Temple, the cessation of the sacrifices and the 
departure of the Shechinah from this mundane 
world. This conception was deepened with the 
progressive advance of Jewish thought until the 
Great Fast came to reflect that remarkable mys- 
tery, at once tragic and glorious, of the destiny 
of Israel being allied to the uncertain course of 
that divine elan which now and then propels 
mankind on its way toward the Messianic society 
of the future. When Israel is in exile, the Shechi- 
nab is removed from its rightful domain, de- 
throned, humiliated and alienated. Need we of 
the infamous Hitler era additional proofs -of 
the truth of the sublime insight of Tisha B’av 
that Israel’s fate and faith are inseparably inter- 
twined? This unity is the imperious outcry of 
our time as was the final Echad of our sainted 
martyrs in days of old. 


NLY WHEN the Messiah arrives to redeem the 
world, will Tisha B’av be turned from a 
fast-day into a feast day. This is why the follow- 
ers of Sabbatai Zevi hastened to celebrate the 
Messianic festival, deluded as they were by the 
belief that the Messiah had already come. And 
which heresy in Judaism did not consist. essen- 
tially in the vain delusion that the Messiah was 
already here and now, incarnated in flesh and 
blood, tangible and palpable? Christianity set 
the pattern for this vulgarization of the majestic 
idea of the Messiah, and all the countless pseudo- 
messianic movements followed suit. For a while 
it was feared that Chassidism with its venera- 
tion of the “tsaddik” as a “miniature Messiah” 
might similarly drift into the limbo of mass- 
superstition. Through the Grace of God this 
danger was averted. And in the nick of time, 
for, in the nineteenth century, the Jewish peo- 
ple needed to be reminded again and again that 
the Messiah is still concealed in the mysterious 
womb of the future. What a procession of 
Messianists was to burst upon the Jewish horizon, 
all declaring the end of the galuth and the 
birth of the new homeland! The worshippers 
of Reason and Assimilation, the inverted pro- 
phets of historical materialism, the naive disciples 
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of Haskalah, “the daughter of heaven,” and the 
impassioned Bundists—has not the Messiah come 
for all of them? Yet, so paradoxical is the Mes- 
sianic idea that it glows as the brightest of stars 
on the horizon, when seen in perspective from 
the distance, and it turns into dust and ashes, 
like a glowing ember, if it is brought too close 
and grasped too tightly. As in the case of the 
God-idea itself, we must beware to resist the 
popular temptation to fashion earthly images of 
the Messiah who is the symbol of the Goal of life. 

We have our pseudo-Messianists today, par- 
ticularly in Israel, those for whom the whole 
pathos and travail of Israel’s heritage is fulfilled 
in the emergence of the state, and those to whom 
the black tyranny of the Soviets is the final 
revelation of Messianic glory. These delusions 
are not only brutal carricatures of the magnifi- 


cent sweep of our sacred traditions—but they 


are particularly dangerous because of their se- 
ductive appeal to the coarse taste of the masses. 
Does not the populace always prefer the tangible 
“golden calf” to the lofty conception of the 
Invisible God? 


Tisha B’av is needed today more than ever, 
as a perennial protest against the pseudo-messia- 
nic delusions in our midst. Year by year, it re- 
affirms the universal grandeur of the prophetic 
conception, refusing to exchange it for the 
shimmering trivialities of the day. On Tisha 
B’av, Jerusalem is the capital of the Messianic 
world, and Zion, the symbol of the Kingdom 
of God. Truly, the other-worldly fantasies of 
our forefathers corresponded more closely to the 
fundamental spiritual reality of our time than 
do the tinsel mockeries of those who interpret 
the age-old yearning and unequalled tenacity of 
our people in terms of the paltry nonsense of 
self-exalting tribalism. Consider on Tisha B’av 
the hundreds of hopeless rebellions against over- 
whelming force, the thousands of martyrs who 
died for their faith, the millions who achieved 
the more remarkable feat of living for their 
faith in daily defiance of a hostile world—and 
then ask yourself if the actual “‘state” is indeed 
the fitting epitaph of this restless surge of his- 
tory, in all its mystic depth and wondrous scope! 


The words of the lamentations, dirges and 
prayers of the Tisha B’av liturgy need to be re- 
written. But then this need is equally pressing 
in regard to all the festivals and observances of 
the Jewish calendar. Still, the words in them- 
selves are not important. Haven’t the words 
of the wise been compared to nails? The nails 
are fixed, while the generations suspend from 
them, advancing in an endless file, their thoughts 
and aspirations, their inmost yearnings and their 
best insights, their interpretations of reality and 





. a a a ee 


. 
a 














Ste OS eee, eee ee 


aor 


if 
id 
od 
is- 
e! 
nd 
re- 
ng 


m- 
rds 


ails 


om 
hts 
heir 
and 


pre. | i _ gp pen At 


Jury, 1952 


their flights of fancy. Thus, the burden of the 
heritage grows in extent and profundity. But, 
while the generations come and: go, the nails 
remain. 


Tisha B’Ab— 
Jewish Destiny and Duty 
by ROBERT GORDIS 


C CANNOT BE DENIED that the establishment 

of the State of Israel has deprived Tisha B’Ab 
of much of its emotional appeal. For this tra- 
ditional day of mourning has always been 
freighted with national as well as religious con- 
tent. In chanting the Kinot on Tisha B’Ab, our 
ancestors were as deeply affected by the loss of 
Jewish national independence ‘as by the destruc- 
tion of the Sanctuary. The cessation of the 
Temple worship on Zion was paralleled by the 
loss of Jewish freedom and dignity and by the 
rigors of exile and homelessness which they 
experienced on every hand. 


The establishment of the State of Israel in our 
day represents a turning-point in the millenial 
history of the Jewish people. At the very least, 
it compels us to reconsider many traditional 
Jewish observances, which through the centuries 
helped to keep alive a sense of sorrow at the 
double exile, the Galuth of Israel and the 
Shekhinta begalutha, the homelessness of its God, 
symbolized by the loss of the religious center. 


One such familiar instance is the custom of 
the breaking of the glass by a groom at his wed- 
ding. Whatever its actual origin, the practice 
has long been regarded in Jewish consciousness 
as a memorial of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
by which the groom, amid the joy of his wed- 
ding day, pledges himself to his people by re- 
calling the Psalmist’s oath: “If I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its cun- 
ning. May my tongue cleave to its palate, if I 
remember thee not, if I do not raise Jerusalem 
above my chief joy.” 

At the other pole of human experience is 
another custom associated with the same theme. 
The blessing of consolation for mourners after 
a funeral reads: “May God comfort you with 
all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.” It is 
obvious that both of these practices have lost 
much of their relevance and emotional appeal 
with the emergence of the State of Israel. Such 
passages in the traditional liturgy as declare, 
“We are unable to go up and be seen and to 
bow down before Thee in Thy chosen house” 
may technically be applicable to our times, since 
the Temple has not been rebuilt on Mount 
Moriah, But even for Orthodoxy, which official- 
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ly looks forward to the re-establishment of the 


«sacrificial system, much of the emotional timbre 


of the prayer has disappeared. Tisha B’Ab is 
therefore a major instance, though not the only 
one, of the need for the reconsideration of Jew- 
ish practices and for the re-evaluation of Jew- 
ish thought, which is called for .by the historic 
events of the past four years. 


Should Tisha B’Ab therefore be abolished com- 
pletely? Should it be totally reconstituted, per- 
haps even as a day of celebration, as the pseudo- 
Messiah Shabbetai Zevi ordained during his brief 
and meteoric career? I believe that neither of 
these procedures commends itself upon analysis. 
For the Jew who accepts the organic character 
of Jewish tradition and for whom God, Israel 
and the Torah are one, Tisha B’Ab continues to 
possess relevance and value. Nor is its meaning 
dependent upon our accepting an irredentist 
outlook. To be sure, the boundaries of the mod- 
ern State of Israel are not co-extensive with 
those’ of the United Kingdom of David and 
Solomon in the tenth century B.C.E. or with 
those of the Divided Kingdoms of Jeroboam the 
Second and Uzziah in the eighth. There are 
some who therefore look forward to the terri- 
torial extension of the State of Israel through 
diplomatic means and military victories in the 
future. But the vast majority in Israel and all 
its responsible leaders recognize that irredentism 
is morally indefensible and would prove politi- 
cally suicidal for the new State. It would cer- 
tainly be the height of folly for us to enshrine 
such an aggressive political doctrine in the Holy 
of Holies of Judaism, by making Tisha B’Ab 
a day of commemoration for the non-Israeli 
parts of Palestine. 


THE SIGNIFICANCE of Tisha B’Ab for the re- 

ligiously conscious Jew is deeper and more 
abiding. As he thrills with pride and thanks- 
giving at the creation of the State of Israel, it 
is important that he recognize that the full goal 
toward which the new State points is both 
unattained and unattainable. What is unattained 
as yet is the Yerushalayim d’mattah, “The Jeru- 
salem on earth.” We are far indeed from the 
objective of making the city of Jerusalem and 
the State of Israel as a whole, the center of a 
vital Jewish religion, in which the reverent and 
meaningful observance of ‘the Jewish ritual 
would go hand in hand with the fulfillment of 
the exalted social and ethical ideals of the He- 
brew prophets and sages. For all the magnifi- 
cent achievements of the State of Israel, we have 
a long way to go before we witness the fulfill- 
ment of the popular utterance: “The land of 
Israel is destined to spread out over all the earth,” 


sane 
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and thus serve, in Ahad Ha’am’s phrase, as the 
spiritual center for world Jewry. 

Moreover, the goal of Judaism is, in the deep- 
est sense of the term, unattainable, for it is 
nothing less than the building of Yerushalayim 
dema’alah, “the heavenly Jerusalem,” the estab- 
lishment of the Messianic Age for mankind as 
a whole. Let us imagine that the day has 
dawned when religion becomes both vitalized 
and free in the Stave of Israel and Jewish ethical 
ideals are concretized far more adequately than 
at present in the life both of the individual Jew 
and his people. Yet even then it will be a far 
cry from the ultimate vision of Judaism, which 
looks forward to “the perfection of the world 
under the kingdom of the Almighty.” The re- 
generation of Israel would still be only the prel- 
ude to the even more distant day that will bring 
all the nations into brotherhood and peace, 
based on the recognition that the Law will go 
forth from Zion. And the Jew must never rest 
content with less, for his people and for man- 
kind as a whole. 

The Messianic ideal in Judaism has always 
had two complementary aspects and whenever 
one has been accepted to the exclusion of the 
other, a distortion of Jewish values has inevitably 
resulted. The vision of the Messianic Age has 
been both particularist, directed to the welfare 
of Israel, and universalist, concerned with the 
destiny of humanity. Through the long cen- 
turies, when Jewish survival represented a des- 
perate struggle against mighty odds, the univer- 
sal aspect naturally received less emphasis. But 
even in the darkest days of persecution, it was 
never entirely lost sight of, as is indicated by 
such magnificent prayers as Alenu and Ve’yea- 
tayu, “All the nations shall come to serve thee.” 
Today our national hopes are on the road to 
fulfillment and the universal aspirations of Juda- 
ism need to be given greater emphasis. 

Tisha B’Ab can play a significant role in this 
task. With its regimen of mourning, it can 
serve the basic purposes of reminding us of two 
truths we might otherwise be tempted to forget 
—that even our proximate goal for the Jewish 
people has not yet been achieved, and we are 
far indeed from our ultimate ideal for humanity. 
In sum, by reminding us of the “unfinished busi- 
ness” before Israel and the world, Tisha B’Ab 
can continue to make an important contribu- 
tion toward the revitalizing of the Messianic 
ideal in modern Judaism, without which it has 
neither direction nor content nor driving power. 


THE Most osvious function, however, which 

Tisha B’Ab can perform, looks toward the 
past rather than to the future, but it is not less 
significant on that account. There is a natural 
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tendency among individuals and nations to for- 
get a painful past, and the Jewish people is no 
exception. It is to counteract this propensity of 
human nature that the Torah emphasized times 
without number, that the Jews had been slaves 
in Egypt, an experience which other nations 
would have regarded as ignoble and tried to 
obliterate. The beneficial consequences of re- 
membering the Egyptian bondage and the libera- 
tion under Moses have been incalculable. In 
the first instance, the common memory helped 
to create a sense of solidarity among the disparate 
Hebrew tribes. By recalling the period of hu- 
miliation and suffering in Egypt, the Bible uti- 
lized it to develop in the Hebrews a sense of 
community with the downtrodden and the op- 
pressed. The Prophets could count on this ready 
sense of identification with the underprivileged 
and the weak and the Rabbis found a response 
to their plea: “Be among the oppressed rather 
than the oppressors.” 

The impulse to suppress what is regarded as 
unworthy is far from dead today. For reasons 
that are natural, but none-the less dangerous, 
the tendency exists among some Israelis to blot 
out the Galuth period in the past and conse- 
quently write off Diaspora Jewry in the present. 
This is far from being the dominant mood in 
the State of Israel today, but its manifestations 
are undeniable. Such groups as the “Canaanites,” 
who want to obliterate the whole content of 
Jewish tradition, and Group “Aleph,” which 
wants to begin “at the beginning,” as if that 
were possible, are cases in point. There come to 
mind the banners floating at the recent Macca- 
biah which read: ‘“‘Hear, O Israel, Israel is one,” 
and which can only be described as a desecration 
of the Shema, hallowed through thirty centuries. 
In striking contrast to such attitudes, the con- 
tinued observance of Tisha B’Ab year by year 
will impel the Jewish people, whom Ranke 
called the most historical of nations, to remem- 
ber its past, and thus avoid the perils implied 
in Santayana’s words: “He who forgets the past 
is doomed to repeat it.” 

In sum, Tisha B’Ab can perform three basic 
functions for Jews living in the middle of the 
twentieth century, with the State of Israel be- 
fore them as a glorious reality. It can keep Jews 
mindful of the tasks that lie ahead for them 
in the areas of religious rebirth and ethical liv- 
ing, both in the State of Israel and throughout 
the world. It can focus attention upon the uni- 
versal aspects of the Messianic hope, which have 


always been integral to Judaism. It can help ~ 


remind Jews of the long record of sacrifice and 
suffering of past generations and thus prevent 
the cultural denudation and spiritual degeneracy 


that would follow from ignoring the achieve- 
ments of the Galuth. 


T THE SAME TIME it seems equally evident 

that Tisha B’Ab in its present form cannot 
adequately fulfill these functions, for the tradi- 
tional ritual is almost completely couched in 
terms of lamentation and mourning “for the 
glory that has departed from Israel.” Almost, 
but not quite completely. If adherence to tra- 
dition means acceptance of thé present stage of 
its development as eternally fixed and binding, 
then Tisha B’Ab is indeed doomed, except as a 
vestigial remnant of a once living institution. 
Fortunately, tradition may be approached in 
another spirit, with equal reverence but with 
greater insight, by seeking to discover the lines 
of its development and to disclose its organic 
character as a prelude to its continued creativity 
and growth. Studied in this spirit, the tradition- 
al ritual of Tisha B’Ab reveals avenues of vitality 
already present, which need to be carried further. 


The Kinot chanted on the day have already 
gone far toward making Tisha B’Ab more than 
a commemoration merely of the destruction of 
the Temple by the Babylonians in 587 B.C.E. 
The Kinah called Arze Ha’Lebanon, ‘Cedars of 
Lebanon,” is a moving recital of the death of 
the Ten Martyrs during the Hadrianic persecu- 
tions in 135 C.E. The elegy “I shall raise my 
lament” relates to the agony of the Rhineland 
communities destroyed in the First Crusade in 
1096, while Rabbi Meir of Rothenberg’s kinah 
“Ask thou burnt in the fire” laments the burn- 
ing of the Hebrew books in 1242. The magnifi- 
cent hymn “Zion, Thou Wilt Ask” of Jehudah 
Halevi, expresses the eternal yearning of the 
Jew for Zion, which Diaspora Jewry, in particu- 
lar, will always find the matchless expression of 
a basic sentiment. On the other hand, it is un- 
deniable that some of the Kinot¢ are imitative 
in form and repetitive in content; they might 
well be dispensed with at Synagogue services 
(and generally are) without any appreciable 
loss. 

What is required is to carry forward this 
process already initiated by Jewish tradition, by 
removing the inferior Kivot and amplifying the 
ritual with selections from the writings of more 
recent centuries, including some, if not all, such 
major events as the Expulsion from Spain, the 
Chmielnicki massacres, the Russian pogroms, and 
above all, the Nazi holocaust and the Israeli War 
for Independence. 

The second step lies in accentuating the posi- 
tive note, which quantitatively speaking, finds 
little expression in the present order of service. 
Yet it, too, is not completely lacking. The fifth 
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and concluding chapter of the Biblical book of 
Lamentations, and the closing Kinah of Eli Zion 
V’Areha, both end on a positive note of hope 
and restoration, reflecting the basic Jewish faith 
in the triumph of the right. This element of 
the Kinot needs to be amplified considerably, 
by readings from the Prophets and rabbinic li- 
terature as well as from medieval and modern 
Jewish writings, which would stress the uncon- 
querable faith of Judaism in the establishment 
of universal justice, freedom and peace. 

How is this process of vitalization to get 
under way? It is conceivable that the Rabbinate 
in Israel might be willing to initiate a confer- 
ence to deal with the subject of Tisha B’Ab, 
since, like all Israelis, the rabbis there are con- 
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scious of the magnitude of the historic achieve- 
ment of these eventful years, and therefore 
might prove more amenable to developing new 
forms for the day’s observance than they might 
otherwise be. If not from Zion, guidance should 
come from the rabbis and leaders of Diapsora 
Jewry, whose relationship to the State of Israel 
differs significantly from that of Israeli citizens. 
A conference might be convened to consider the 
problem. But whatever the means employed, 
it is important that the values that are implicit 
in Tisha B’Ab be made explicit for our genera- 
tion, so that this important Jewish observance, 
like all ritual, may serve to ennoble Gods’ crea- 
tures and make them worthy of being His part- 
ners in building the world. 


Run, Anna, Run! 


{A LETTER TO ANNA PAUKER) 
by Shlomo Katz 


| ANNA: , 


I read in the papers about your fall from 
grace in the People’s Democracy of Rumania. 
Though you are still permitted to haunt the 
offices of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, you 
have been expelled from the Politburo, ejected 
with insults. You have been accused of stagger- 
ing about like a drunk, deviating to the left 
and to the right at the same time. You know 
what this means, Anna.’ Do not delude your- 
self with the fact that you are still permitted 
to warm yourself at the radiators of the Foreign 
Office. It won’t be for long. 


You may be surprised that I write you this 
letter and that I feel sympathy for you in your 
present plight. Indeed, on the face of it, why 
should I care? You are a Stalinist, have been 
one all or most of your life. I never was one. 
You—if. press reports are to be trusted—have 
been ruthless in your pursuit of communist 
power, sparing neither husband nor lover. I 
always shrank with revulsion from Stalinist dis- 
regard for human’ beings as such, whatever 
their deviations and weaknesses. You shook the 
dust of your Jewish past from your feet and 
became—or thought that you became—a Ru- 
manian. To you, as a Stalinist, Zionism is a re- 
actionary movement, first in the pay of British 
imperialism and now a tool of Wall Street. But 
- to me you are a human being and a Jew. That 
is why I feel sympathy for you on general 


principles, and that, too, is why I believe I 
understand your predicament as a Jewess in 
Rumania much better than you do. 


Anna, now that you have been relieved of all, 
or nearly all, your official functions, you prob- 
ably have much free time on your hands. Use 
some of this time to consider matters, to recall 
some things that you once knew but have long 
since neglected. I know that it is possible to 
speak to you of matters that others would not 
understand because of the upbringing you re- 
ceived as a child. You are the daughter of a 
schochet, an Orthodox Jew, a cleric of a sort, 
in fact. In your childhood you spoke Yiddish 
and also knew Hebrew, if press reports are cor- 
rect. You will therefore recall how eastern Eu- 
ropean Jews used to refer to Czarist Russia and 
the Czar as Fonia Ganef, but for Rumania they 
had a choicer epithet. To them Rumania was 
Amalek—and you know the significance of the 
name Amalek, it is a name that stands for un- 
rseasoning and implacable hostility. Is it an ac- 
cident, Anna, that millions of Jews in the course 
of generations chose this appelation for Ruma- 
nia? As a materialist you do not believe in ac- 
cidents. This was no accident either. The name 
had ample historical justification. 

I know what you will say. You will say that 
I am a Zionist and consequently a chauvinist 
and I err in lumping a whole people under a 
derogatory label. But you are wrong. I believe 
that in the long run the Rumanian. people is 
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capable of being like any other. But historical 
developments, Anna, let’s not ignore them. As 
a Marxist you should not have been a sentimen- 
talist. What did you expect, that the mentality 
of the Rumanian people, shaped in the course 
of centuries to hate and mistrust the stranger— 
in this case, the Jew—would change overnight 
simply because the color of the flag has been 
altered? 


You, a daughter of Orthodox Jewish parents 
who knew the meaning of oppression and exile, 
should have known that though Rumania might 
be radically different a hundred years from 
now, the poison that had entered—or had been 
injected into—that country’s system would not 
be eliminated in so short a span of time. What 
did you expect? Love from the peasants of 
Wallachia? Love, or even only tolerance, for a 
Jewish woman? Did you think they would ap- 
plaud your rapid rise in the government, until 
for a while you were practically the boss of the 
* country? 


Or did you expect loyalty and consideration 
on the part of your Communist comrades? Did 
you as a Communist ever show consideration to 
anyone who stood in your way, or in the way 
of your party? You know about the ends justi- 
fying the means. You believed all means were 
justifiable and acted accordingly. Isn’t it strange 
that an intelligent woman like you, Anna, 
should have been so blinded as not to see the 
straws in the winds of recent months? You 
saw your colleague Slansky vanish from the 
scene in Czechoslovakia. You saw the same 
thing happen in Hungary. You saw the Jewish 
people as a people disappear from the roster 
of nations in the Soviet Union. Did you think 
that you, the daughter of an Orthodox Jewish 
cleric, would fare otherwise? 


Speaking frankly and entree nous, Anna, I 
would like to ask you a question: What has 
happened to our Jewish girls in eastern Europe, 
and more especially in Rumania? Why this 
urge for power and high position? I know you 
will probably say that it is a reaction to ages 
of oppression, an attempt to make up for gen- 
erations of subservience. But even if we were 
to grant the logic of this explanation, should 
not common sense have restrained them? You, 
Anna, are not the only “Jewish daughter” in 
Rumania who in our generation tried to climb 
to high social and political circles where she did 
not belong. There was also Magda Lupescu, 
likewise the daughter of an Orthodox Jewish 
family, who thus tried to sublimate the oppres- 
sion of centuries. She tried to attain status and 
power via the royal bed chamber; you via the 
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underground and the Politburo. But basically 
there is something common in both your careers. 
When you were children you participated in the 
Purim festivities and heard the megillah read, 
how Esther became Queen of Persia and defeated 
Haman and saved her people. I sincerely be- 
lieve that both you and Magda tried to emulate 
Queen Esther, though neither of you was prob- 
ably consciously aware of what you were doing. 


Well, Anna, Magda was not an educated wo- 
man. She did not know any better. But you, 
who studied Marxist-Leninist-Stalinism, should 
have known that the conditions that prevailed 
in ancient Persia no longer exist, and that since 
the “relationships of production” determine so- 
cial and political life, there could be no repeti- 
tion today in Rumania of what happened in the 
realms of the foolish king of twenty-five hun- 
dred years ago. é 


Yet such is the frailty of human nature that 
you did not stop to consider these matters, and 
you even used the palace of Magda Lupescu as 
your summer home, thus injecting an element 
of bourgeois feminine rivalry not at all befitting 
a consistent Marxist-Leninist. What was this? 
A hair pulling contest for the favors of the 
powers that be? King Carol in one case, the 
Politburo in the other? 


I suspect you will resent any comparison be- 
tween you and Magda. Yet, you know, Anna? 
I think she got a better deal than you did. For 
King Carol, weak, corrupt and trivial person 
that he was, appears to have suffered from a 
measure of sentimentality. It is true that Magda 
never got beyond being an “‘llicit” phase in the 
king’s life, a concubine. But he did not cast her 
off. He never extorted “confessions” from her. 
He showed her loyalty. 


But what of you Anna? What awaits you? 
You have already confessed. You have already 
pleaded guilty, but you are still at the begin- 
ning of your fall. You know how these things 
are done in Bolshevik circles. First it’s a demo- 
tion, then it’s Alma Ata, than it’s Norway or 
Turkey, then it’s a trial with all the trimmings 
with a bullet at the end of it—or a pick axe. 
So far you have only been demoted. Then 
comes the charge of “Cosmopolitanism,” per- 
haps even “Zionist Cosmopolitanism.” What 
will you say when they bring that against you? 
You know what it means. You will argue 
against the charge, maybe. Can you argue away 
the fact that your father was a “schochet?” 
That you are of clerical non-proletarian descent? 
That your father until his recent death lived 
in Israel and was therefore a part of the Ben 
Gurion-Wall Street conspiracy against the So- 
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viet Union and world peace? You are an intelli- 
gent woman. You know the answer. All your 
protestations that since you attained knowledge 
and joined the communist movement you re- 
jected everything Jewish, you spat on every- 
thing Jewish, will not avail you. 


I must admit, Anna, that I didn’t have much 
liking or sympathy for you in recent years. I 
didn’t like your ideology; I didn’t like what 
you did and the way you did it. But now that 
you have met with the fate that was inevita- 
ble, I cannot help feeling sorry for you. You 
are just another “Jewish daughter” who has 
gone wrong and is “getting caught up with.” 
My feelings are sincere and fraternal and I 
would like to help you. eniny I can 
only offer advice. 


Run, Anna, run! Flee while you still have 
a chance. My first impulse is to says Come to 
America. ‘This is a free and good country, de- 
spite its many faults. I, too, am an immigrant. 
I would like to see you escape from Rumania 
and come here. I would take you around and 
show you the East Side and Riverside Drive, 
Prospect Avenue and Pitkin Avenue. Then I 
would introduce you to the classified columns 
of the The New York Times. You are a wo- 
man and a mother and are no doubt adept with 
needle and thread. I am sure you could find 
a job in the garment center and make an honest 
living. 

But I cannot invite you here. I am not “boss” 
here. The MacCarran Bill has just passed 
through Congress and under its provisions you 
would not be admitted. What can I do about 


The Economic 


HE CENTRAL ECONOMIC problem facing Israel 

at this time is not basically different from 
those of many countries. Today Israel cannot 
provide its inhabitants with a fair standard 
of living because of the gap between its produc- 
tive capacity and the wants of the people which 
is wider than in most countries. During the past 
year (a year of unusual drought, it is true) Is- 
raeli agriculture supplied only about one fourth 
of the country’s austerity food requirements. 
Industrial production was probably even lower 
than this, if we take into account the imported 
raw materials that went into it. The result was 
a shocking trade balance. Imports were five 
times as high as exports, and even when we con- 





JEwisH FRONTIER 


it? Nothing. At best I can write a letter to 
my Congressman expressing my indignation. 

There is one other road left for you. While 
you still have the opportunity, flee to Israel. 
Pack a small bag, Anna, and run. Travel light. 
This is no time to save material possessions. You 
never know when they will knock on your 
door with an arrest warrant for “cosmopolitan- 
ism.” Go to Constanza and if the S. S. Transyl- 
vania still plies between Constanza and Haifa, 
board it without delay. Members of your fa- 
mily are in Israel. They will receive you. 

Of course, some will excoriate you even in 
Israel. Moshe Sneh will write an awful editorial 
in Mapam’s paper Hamishmar. And what Miku- 
nis will write in the communist Kol Ha’am it is 
better not to mention. But do not fear them, 
Anna. They are powerless to harm you there.- 
And you will be among your own people. No- 
body will bring you to trial for multiple devia- 
tions. From your picture in the papers I gather 
that you are still healthy and husky. You can 
join a kibbutz and feed chickens or cows. Or 
you can get a job in Tel Aviv or Haifa. I know, 
and -I am not trying to conceal from you, the 
hardships there. You will have to stand in long 
queues to buy a pound of onions or half a kilo 
of frozen fish filet. So what? You will be free 
and safe. And in a pinch, Anna, I will send 
you a food parcel. But just think, to be done 
with confessions, to escape the fear of the next 
meaningless accusation. You have erred, Anna, 
and you have been punished. A Jewish girl in 
Rumania has no business doing what you did. 
And you chose the wrong company. Now run, 
Anna, run. 


Crisis in Israel 
Berger . 


sider that some of the imports were earmarked 
for investments to increase the productivity of 
the country, the trade balance would still re- 
main unfavorable at a ratio of about three and 
a half to one. But Israel cannot renounce these 
imports. A reduction in the import of essential 
consumer goods would lead to famine; a cutback 
in the import of goods intended to increase the 
productive capacity of the country would with- 
in a few years destroy the economic basis of the 
country. The catastrophic trade balance results 
in a persistent and severe shortage of foreign 
currency. Thus far Israel has met this crisis 
with the aid of loans, campaigns, grants in aid 
from the United States and capital imports. The 
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Sterling accounts accumulated during the years 
of the British Mandate, especially during the war 
when Palestine was an important supplier to 
the allied forces in the Middle East were quickly 
consumed. It is also clear that outside aid will 
not continue without end, and it already does 
not suffice to overcome the foreign currency 
shortage. Already there are instances of delays in 
the distribution of rationed goods, and prolonged 
work stoppages in factories for lack of raw ma- 
terials. The Israel treasury has to resort to extra- 
ordinary efforts to meet its foreign obligations. 


But the chief cause of the inflation in Israel 
is not the unfavorable trade balance but the 
' shortage of goods. Under a regime of economic 
laissez faire these shortages would long ago have 
led to “natural” solutions—starvation among 
the masses, flight from the country and perhaps 
even a total breakdown of the economy. The 
government of Israel has taken steps to mitigate 
the effects of the inflation. Rationing assures 
a minimum of food and clothing for the masses 
thus obviating hunger. Control of currency and 
foreign trade assures the import of the most es- 
sential products for consumption and invest- 
ment. Social factors and the future needs of 
the country determine what should be brought 
in. Another social measure is full employment, 
because rationing only provides the opportunity 
to buy essential goods, and it is also necessary 
to provide the masses with the purchasing power 
to take advantage of this opportunity. In view 
of the shortage of raw materials and the limited 
facilities for manufacturing goods of everyday 
consumption, the policy of full employment is 
directed toward projects that will pay off in 
the long run. The net result of this policy is 
inflationary. The budget of the Israel govern- 
ment was not balanced during the past three 
years partly as a result of the financing of large 
scale public works and partly because of the 
high expenditures on the security of the state. 
An unbalanced budget is in itself an inflationary 
force, and the past three years witnessed a con- 
stant increase of currency in circulation with- 
out a corresponding increase in available goods. 
This led to a great depreciation of the value of 
the Israel Pound. 


HE GOVERNMENT thereupon decided to intro- 

duce three different values for the Pound. The 
former rate of $2.80 to a Pound was retained 
for essential food supplies, a rate of $1.40 to the 
Pound was set for most other products and for 
tourists and a rate of $1.00 a Pound for investors 
bringing their capital to the country. These 
three different rates aimed to mitigate the so- 
cial effects of the deflation, just as rationing and 
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public works tried to protect the masses from 
the effects of inflation. It is necessary to bear 
in mind that the social factor carries greater 
weight in Israel than in other countries, if only 
because such a large part of the population con- 
sists of new immigrants lacking that social and 
economic resistance which is attained in the 
course of generations of economic stability. Here 
a nation is being built out of atomized human 
material coming from different cultures and 
standards of living. An economic crisis that 
emphasizes social differences is therefore more 
dangerous in Israel than in other countries. 


Efforts to skim off the surplus purchasing 
power by means of compulsory loans and more 
effective collection of taxes are only part of the 
plan to solve the basic problem of Israel’s eco- 
nomy, which is one of productivity. If the 
above and other measures will succeed, they will 
accentuate the trend toward directing labor and 
capital into basic production and increasing ex- 
ports. But the ultimate solution lies in a radi- 
cal increase of the productivity of the Israel 
economy. 

The Israel economy has a low productivity 
ratio. This is due to a number of causes. The 
country lacks sufficient machinery in a number 
of basic industries. Agriculture does not supply 
the quantities of food required because not 
enough land has been put under irrigation. 
Though agricultural settlement has expanded, it 
has not kept pace with the growth of the popu- 
lation through immigration. Furthermore, many 
of the new settlements have not had time to 
attain their maximum productivity. The same 
holds true for a number of basic industries, such 
as building materials. 

Another factor affecting productivity is the 
shortage of raw materials. Israel industry has 
to import the bulk of its raw materials, and 
until this year the dairy and poultry industries 
were likewise dependent to a large extent on 
the import of feed. The result is a state of in- 
security and instability. There were instances 
of work stoppages when the government could 
not supply the necessary foreign exchange to 
finance the import of raw materials. Industry 
thus lives “from hand to mouth” and is ham- 
pered in planning its orders and introducing im- 
provements. Why plan improvements when it 
is not even certain that it will be possible to 
maintain production at the existing level. 

Prospecting for the natural resources of the 
country has made considerable progress in recent 
years and the number of raw materials that 
it will be possible to obtain within Israel is in- 
creasing. The resumption of the potash extrac- 
tion from the Dead Sea will be a great boost. 
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Should the explorations for oil and other minerals 
prove successful it will mean a still greater im- 
provement in the raw material situation. But 
in coming years, and for a long time perhaps, 
Israel will be largely dependent on the outside 
world for the raw materials for its industry. 
Since the government is not in a position to pro- 
vide the necessary foreign exchange, it will be 
up to the industries to obtain the requisite 
foreign currencies by increasing their exports. 


NTIL Now industrialists had little incentive to 

produce for export. Profits reaped on the 
local market were greater than could be obtained 
abroad. But now the export of an appreciable 
part of the products manufactured will become 
essential if an enterprise is to continue operating, 
as this will be the only way to pay for the needed 
imported raw materials. This arrangement will 
no doubt lead to the collapse of a number of 
inefficient concerns which will not be able to 
adapt their produce or their prices to foreign 
requirements. But competition, which has dis- 
appeared from the country’s economy for some 
years, will again become an operating factor. 


The Israel economy is largely capitalist, 
though from the standpoint of its social struc- 
ture it has made significant progress beyond the 
customary forms of capitalist economy. Two 
thirds of the Israel workers have no private em- 
ployers. They work in cooperative or self- 
owned enterprises in city and village, or they 
are employed by public bodies such as the 
Histadrut, the government, municipal bodies, 
the Jewish Agency, etc. The economic activities 
follow along capitalist lines, even in the coopera- 
tive and public sector of the economy. All the 
negative traits of modern capitalism are there, 
but the positive trait of competition is lacking. 
The constant shortages have brought about a 
situation wherein any commodity offered on the 
market finds ready customers and the producers 
do not have to compete with one another in the 
quality and price of their goods. This condition 
has been in effect since the beginning of the 
world war. During the war, when Israel indus- 
try supplied the British forces, the “‘cost plus” 
system was in effect. This system, by which the 
manufacturer’s profits rose in accordance with 
the cost of production, was not conducive to a 
high degree of productivity. There thus arose 
the strange situation that the trade unions, rath- 
er than the manufacturers, became the ones to 
press for greater productivity. Negotiations 
between the Histdarut and the Manufacturers’ 
Association regarding the establishment of a 
joint industrial production committee dragged 
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on for years and were concluded only a few 
weeks ago, when the first effects of the new 
economic policy were beginning to be felt. 


In recent years the Histadrut has exerted 
much effort to arouse the working community 
to the importance of increasing productivity. 
These efforts unfortunately were not entirely 
successful. Opposition to the system of bonuses 
for greater productivity remained strong. The 
example of the United States, where the stan- 
dard of living of the workers rose sharply as 
a result of greater productivity, did not change 
this attitude. The example of the Soviet Union 
and its satellites, where wage levels were made 
dependent on production norms, likewise proved 
unconvincing. The Left Wing of the Israel la- 
bor movement, which hails everything in the 
Soviet Union, including its wage system, op- 
poses the introduction of similar systems in non- 
Soviet countries. 


The American press has recently reported that 
the government of Israel is considering doing 
away with rationing and control of a number 
of non-vital commodities in an effort to deter- 
mine whether abolition of controls may not 
serve to encourage production. These reports 
were accompanied with a surmise that the new 
trend indicated a departure from “socialist” 
principles in the management of the economic 
life of Israel. Naturally there is no basis for 
these surmises. Rationing and controls are not a 
socialist ideal; they are not even characteristic 
of socialist economic policy. The rationing and 
economic controls in Israel are not the result 
of socialist trends; they are an outgrowth of the 
special conditions that prevail in a poor coun- 
try that is absorbing a huge immigration. As 
long as the purchasing power far exceeded the 
amount of goods on the market, and a great 
part of this buying potential was thus directed 
toward non-essentials, any relaxation of con- 
trols would have diverted capital and labor from 
vital sectors of the economy to those producing 
non-essentials. Now that the surplus purchas- 
ing power in the community is being skimmed 
off, the danger of a drift of capital and labor 
away from essential production will be reduced 
and the factor of competition will be reintro- 
duced into the economy of the country. 


The new economic policy is thus an attempt 
to hasten the process of the economic construc- 
tion of the country, the basic elements of which 
have been laid down by the labor movement and 
the government of Israel in the early days of 
statehood. 
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Report From Austria 


by Michel Salomon 


A TRIP TO VIENNA at once evokes the pleasant 
but trite cliches associated with the City 
on the Danube, its gaiety, its waltzes, its wine 
and women. One cannot help recalling Stefan 
Zweig’s nostalgic memoirs of Vienna which de- 
scribed old Franz Joseph as a sort of modern 
Cyrus, protector and defender of Jews. Vienna 
brings to mind polished manners and the arts. 

But these associations are at once superseded 
by others. One remembers the day of Anschluss 
and the Viennese mobs, intoxicated with joy, en- 
thusiastically welcoming the incoming Nazi 
army. There comes to mind the memory of the 
crowds which gathered in the streets to watch 
with delight how venerable old men, university 
professors and doctors, were compelled to scrub 
the sidewalks of Vienna with their toothbrushes. 
One thinks of the first transports of prisoners 
moving in the direction of Teresienstadt. 

A Jew visiting Vienna today arrives in the 
city under the impact of these two sets of im- 
pressions. The first thing I tried to learn was 
whether there were any well-established Jewish 
communities in present-day Austria. At the 
Central Bureau of the “Kultur Gemeinde” I was 
given the following figures: There are 10,300 
Jews in Vienna, 350 in Linz, 250 in Graz, 150 
in Salzburg and 50 in Innsbruck. This is all 
that has remained of the Austrian Jewish 
community which in 1938 numbered about 
200,000. This small community is now almost 
completely concentrated in Vienna, for as soon 
as the Nazis occupied the country they set them- 
selves the task of clearing its provincial districts 
of Jews—it would be more convenient to have 
them all at hand in Vienna. 

The majority of the Jews now living in Aus- 
tria are natives of the country. They returned to 
their native land from the United States, West- 
ern Europe, and Shanghai where they spent the 
war years. Shanghai, in particular, had attracted 
the Austrian Jews when they were forced to flee. 
Some of them, indeed, had not been unsuccess- 
ful in the Far East and returned with some means 
and occasionally with a Chinese wife and al- 
mond-eyed children. Others were not so for- 
tunate and came back with tropical maladies 
only. A few failed to return from their remote 
exiles. A handful remained in Shanghai, and 
those who fled the city at the approach of the 
Chinese “People’s Army” scattered throughout 
southeast Asia. The famous Italian traveler and 
scholar, Fosco Maraini, who participated in Pro- 


fessor’s Tucci’s Tibetan expedition in 1949, tells 
of his encountering in Tibet a Jewish couple 
from Austria. He met them in Chubitang, a 
city on the caravan route leading to Lhasa. The 
Austrian Jewish couple had embraced Buddhism 
and wandered from one Tibetan monastery to 
another copying the murals in the holy Buddhist 
temples. 

It is a long way from the editorial rooms on 
Kartnerstrasse to the pagodas of Tibet, and the 
fate of the Jews who were spared the Nazi ordeal 
and were scattered throughout the four corners 
of the world is unique. In Vienna the repatria- 
ted “Chinese” Jews are envied. It is believed 
that they receive special privileges at the hands 
of the philanthropic institutions maintained with 
American funds. 


For soMe time after the war Vienna was an 

important reception center for legal and 
illegal Jewish emigrants from the ‘People’s De- 
mocracies.” But today the borders of neighbor- 
ing Czechoslovakia and Hungary are hermetical- 
ly sealed. As a consequence of the cold war and 
the hysteria about espionage it has become a 
very risky venture to try to escape from behind 
the Iron Curtain. Displaced Persons’ camps in 
Austria have therefore closed down. Only one 
such center remains, the Rotschild Hospital in 
Vienna, a square unpainted building. There are 
about 2000 DP’s in this institution and most of 
them are from Hungary. But though this is an 
insignificant number, these displaced persons are 
a burden on the local Jewish communities and a 
source of friction with the Austrian government. 

When I visited Vienna on the eve of Passover 
I witnessed a brutal attack on Rotschild Hospital 
by the Viennese police. The policemen had no 
search warrants, but this did not prevent them 
from ‘ransacking the place; nor did they spare 
its inhabitants. The alibi, as usual, was that 
they were searching for contraband and foreign 
currency. But it was evident that the Austrian 
police aimed at more than “doing their duty”; 
that they were goaded on by evil intentions. 
The majority of the DP’s in the Rotschild Hos- 
pital are honest people who somehow manage 
to make do with the meager assistance they re- 
ceive from Joint Distribution Committee and 
other charitable institutions. There exists no 
doubt a handful of black sheep among the Jewish 
DP’s, but whereas the misdeeds of others are 
overlooked, a great outcry is raised each time a 
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Jewish DP is caught engaging in some unappe- 
tizing deal. 


‘THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT has a bad con- 

science about the Jews, and this is aggravated 
by the hypocrisy it practices toward the victims 
of Nazism. Austria has been considered a “‘lib- 
erated” country. The crime of Austrian partici- 
pation in the Nazi war machine and in the Nazi 
extermination practices has been forgiven. It 
was as if all the guilt had been apportioned to 
Germany and Austria declared innocent of its 
share in the united Nazi Germany. The Aus- 
trians therefore had a free hand in their dealings 
with the surviving Jews, and were not subjected 
to any pressure from the allied authorities. The 
surviving Jews were, as a result, placed in an 
ambiguous and unfavorable position. The prob- 
lem of restitution and reparations, for instance, 
was hardly dealt with. Austria has no general 
legislation governing this matter. Until re- 
cently the Austrian Minister of Restitution was 
a certain Dr. Krauland, a notorious anti-Semite 
whose subordinates sabotaged the very job they 
were supposed to perform. This Dr. Krauland 
was recently arrested—not for his attitude 
toward his Jewish clients but for ordinary 
embezzlement. 


Since 1945 the Austrian government at vari- 
ous times issued regulations regarding specific 
aspects of restitution. (The last of these regula- 
tions concerns compensation to Jewish tenants 
deprived of their land, homes or businesses. Thus 
nearly eight years passed before a surviving Aus- 
trian Jew could reclaim his home or obtain com- 
pensation for loss suffered.) The restitution 
regulations as a rule deal with “clear” cases, 
where the Jewish property was robbed by Ger- 
mans without Austrian intervention. But the 
Austrian government to this day refuses to 
promulgate general legislation regarding looted 
Jewish property. The malice of the Figl govern- 
ment in this respect is so obvious that the Allied 
High Commissioners—the American Commis- 
sioner especially—have felt compelled on nu- 
merous occasions to protest vigorously against 
the behavior of the Austrian government. 


The Jews of Austria are now conducting an 
energetic struggle to reclaim heirless Jewish 
property. This is appraised at about 25 million 
Schilling (150,000 dollars). The Austrian gov- 
ernment has offered the Jewish community of 
Vienna an “advance” of 5 million Schilling. As 
far as the rest of the sum is concerned the gov- 
ernment scarcely conceals its intention neither 
to repudiate the debt nor to pay it. 
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‘THE PRESENT coalition government of Premier 

Figl in Austria is a strange mixture of tradi- 
tionally hostile political elements. It ranges from 
Social Democrats, the spiritual heirs of Victor 
Adler, to the Populists, the direct political de- 
scendants of Lueger’s anti-Semitic party. Per- 
haps it should be stated in excuse of the Austrian 
government that its avoidance of a more just 
attitude in Jewish matters is motivated by vote 
getting considerations—it is afraid that greater 
fairness toward Jews would lead to a strengthen- 
ing of the neo-Nazi Independent Party which 
is now the third strongest in the country and 
since 1949 has had 47 members in the Austrian 
parliament. (The Populists have 193; the Social- 
ists 156; the Communists 12.) 

Public opinion in Austria has a bad conscience 
toward the Jews, worse even than that in Ger- 


many. Germans feel that they have “suffered” . 


for their crimes. Have they not sustained de- 
feat? Do they not bear the brunt of guilt? 
Whereas Austria is an “innocent,” “liberated” 
country. Anti-Semitism in Austria amounts to 
a virtual plague precisely because the Austrians 
blame all the anti-Jewish atrocities on their 
northern cousins and claim innocence for them- 
selves. The Communists are now circulating a 
photostat of a letter sent to Hitler by Cardinal 
Innitzer of Vienna. This document, which is 
certainly authentic, testifies to the high cleric’s 
enthusiasm for the Nazi cause which he did not 
consider opposed to the principles of the Catholic 
faith. Archbishop Innitzer’s signature also 
graced the Nazi appeals to the Austrians to join 
the cause of National Socialism. Innitzer is 
still archbishop of Vienna, the highest prince of 
the Church in Austria. 


HE AVERAGE AUSTRIAN HAUSFRAU remembers 

the days of the Anschluss as a time when pro- 
ducts were cheaper and she would return from 
the market place with a bulging basket. The 
manufacturer recalls the Anschluss as an era 
when his factory, as part of the Nazi war ma- 
chine, worked full steam, he had plenty of mar- 
kets for his produce and the Unions as well as 
other “harmful elements” were kept under con- 
trol. The businessmen and professionals recall 
the Anschluss as a time when the competition 
of the Jews, whose dramatic disappearance is 
new more or less mourned, had vanished. Only 
the pre-war workers and intellectuals who. had 
been persecuted by the fascist regime that pre- 
vailed in Austria on the eve of the Anschluss 
consistently avoided Nazism. 

At the time Austria was liberated by the Allies, 
the small minority of active anti-Nazis came to 
power. They introduced a strict program of de- 





oc D ee 7H 


ler, 
pre 
par 











Jury, 1952 


nazification equalled only in Norway. These 
measures were very unpopular and were modi- 
fied by later governments. 

The following conversation took place be- 
tween me and my hotel keeper: 

“What do you think of the anti-Nazi laws?” 

“They are absurd. They hit honest people, 
good Austrians who only did their duty toward 
the legal government. Besides, it was the allies 
and the communists who forced these laws on 
the country.” 

“What do you think of the extermination 
camps?” 

“We didn’t know about them all the time. Be- 
sides, the Russians did worse things to us”—he 
quickly corrects himself—‘‘to the Germans and 
to us, than was done to the Jews.” 

“What do you think of Anschluss?” 

“Business was good, but there were too many 
bureaucrats meddling in what did not concern 
them. They looked into my books, tried to 
change the working hours of my employees, and 
otherwise meddled.” 

Most Austrian complaints against the Nazis 
are similar to those of my hotel keeper. The 
“Nazi atrocities,” in their eyes, consisted pri- 
marily of administrative interference like that 
cited above, and they hasten to add that the 
chicanery of. the present government is worse 
than that of the Nazis. It is therefore instruc- 
tive to read the answers given to a questionnaire 
of the Austrian Institute for Political and Social 
Research. 

The question: “Are you in agreement with 
the measures taken so far against members of 
the National Socialist (Nazi) Party, or do you 
think that it is desirable to become reconciled 
with them?” 

Of those questioned, 85.3 per cent answered 
that it would be desirable to “make up” and 
collaborate with the former Nazis; 9.2 per cent 
called for severe punishment of the former Nazis 
and their exclusion from society; 5.5 per cent 
had formed no opinion on the subject. 

Nazism left its mark on the country. It is 
estimated that nearly 300 Nazi laws are still 
in force in Austria—morg even than in western 
Germany. These laws, originally signed by Hit- 
ler, concern marriage, commerce, labor, the 
press, etc. A Viennese journalist rightly com- 
pared present Austrian law to a stormtrooper 
who had removed the swastika from his arm but 
had retained his uniform. . 


USTRIAN POLITICAL parties try to win the votes 

of the large number of “cleansed” Nazis. 
Figl’s Volkspartei and the Communists are es- 
pecially active in this respect. 


17 


Repeating the tactics which they had success- 
fully used in East Germany where they organ- 
ized their “National Front” the Austrian Com- 
munist Party organizes all kinds of groups whose 
aim it is to draw the ex-Nazis into their orbit. 
Former S.S. Fuhrer Slavik is in charge of these 
groups. His weekly publication Der Osterreisc- 
hicher Beobachter, which in appearance and 
tone resembles Goebbels’ Voelkischer Beobachter, 
is published in the Soviet Zone, despite the pro- 
hibition of the Joint Allied Council. The pro- 
gram of the Slavik group is confused, but it 
preaches the ideas of a greater Germany and 
friendship with the Soviet Union. As justifica- 
tion for this program it cites the Tauroggen 
Agreement, a historic symbol of Russian-Prussian 
alliance. The introduction to the political pro- 
gram of the Slavik group states: “Though we 
aim to maintain the independence of the Aus- 
trian State, we proclaim our loyalty to Ger- 
manic peoplehood ... We follow with interest 
the national and social aspirations of East Ger- 
many.” Other items of the program include the 
right and duty to work for satisfactory wages, 
economic planning, large-scale nationalization, 
protection for private enterprise that is of a 
“social character,” orientation of foreign trade 
toward the East, Austrian neutrality, abolition 
of legislation that discriminates against Nazis 
and a “Socialist People’s Community.” So far as 
Jews are concerned Slavik often refers—though 
indirectly—to American Jewish Big Capital. On 
the whole the anti-Semitism of the Slavik group 
is restrained, and though this group’s blood-red 
posters cover the walls in Austria and it possesses 
extensive means to finance many meetings and 
to make a great to do, its following does not 
exceed ten thousand in all of Austria. (Inciden- 
tally, I was informed that nearly all Jewish 
soldiers and officers of the Soviet garrison in 
Vienna, who had maintained friendly relations 
with the local Jews, had been moved out.) 

A much greater danger at this moment are the 
outright Nazi organizations of the Right which 
occupy a much more important position in the 
country. These have their center in Salzburg 
which is also the headquarters of the American 
occupation forces and which is looked upon as 
the eventual capital of the country. The core 
of the Nazi organization is made up of former 
soldiers of the Wehrmacht, stormtroopers, Hit- 
ler youth, etc. The central committee of this 
(neo-Nazi Independent) party is torn by per-. 
sonal rivalries. The membership of the central 
committee includes nearly all former Austrian 
Nazi big shots, with the exception of those under — 
arrest. The cannibalistic anti-Semitism that per- ~ 
vades this organization is of the old fashioned 
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Nazi type. Among the sympathizers of this 
group are many Austrians who complain that 
they are the innocent victims of restitution, be- 
cause they had acquired Jewish property with 
the most honest intentions. 


The anti-Semitic climate in Austria is more 
virulent and aggressive than in Germany. In 
Austria a Jew has no chance to hold public office 
or even to be employed in a factory. 


It would perhaps be futile to write at length 
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concerning the ingratitude of a small country 
which would have remained an irrelevant Alpine 
province were it not that a number of Jews 
gave it universal fame during the past quarter 
century. Premier Figl boasted of this fame dur- 
ing his recent visit in Washington. It would 
be well to keep an eye on Austria and to see to 
it that it does not to casually indulge in easy 
forgetfulness of its share in the recent past and 
its duties toward its few remaining Jewish 
inhabitants. 


Slow Road to Nowhere 


by Ben B. 


LL THROUGH HISTORY whenever men have 
found their lives circumscribed by petty 
meanness and hardship they have dreamed of 
places where lions and lambs lie down together. 
This was so when Plato scorned the rabble of 
Athens for the kingdom of the philosophers, 
when the brothers Gracchi gave land to the 
plebes, when Winstanley and his Diggers naively 
appealed to Cromwell, when Karl Marx unveiled 
his wrathful apocalypse for the barons of capi- 
talism. Through all these expressions of aliena- 
tion and revolt there ran the deep thread of es- 
cape from an oppressive now into an ordered 
future which would provide a home for the dis- 
placed individual soul. 
This in essence is the appeal that socialism, 
whatever its particular shape at the moment 
might be, has exhibited in Western society. It is 
seldom realized how effective a force the chilias- 
tic element is in the socialist dream, nor is it 
known too well that this millenarianism was one 
of the major sources of the American socialist’s 
enthusiasm. This point is sharply underscored 
in a new symposium, Socialism and American 
Life* which, as part of the Program in American 
Civilization at Princeton University, is now 
clearly the definitive study of socialism in our 
time. It cannot be said too emphatically that 
the contributors, who include among others 
Daniel Bell, George W. Hartmann, Will Her- 
berg, Sidney Hook, Harry W. Laidler and Wil- 
liard Thorp, have done their work brilliantly. 
In the early days of modern civilization, when 
men first began to think seriously of communal 
living as a new way of getting on with each 
other, the search for socialism represented a 
form of ‘atavism. Medieval society had been 
basically communal: open field tillage and fief- 
-dom emphasized social structure in a system 


* Edited by Donald D. Egbert and Stow Persons, 2 vol. 
Princeton University Press. 776 and 575 pages. $17.50. 
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where the individual did not win but was as-_ 


signed a permanent place. This was a paternal- 
ism for which the family was clearly the para- 
digm, one in which the community was supreme 
and the individual an anonymity. There was no 
need to seek protective symbols, for like omni- 
scient parents these were part of the social fabric. 

However, within the interstices of this placid 
society there developed a radical element, an 
economic individualism whose classic political 
expression is to be found in the Florentine, Ma- 
chiavelli. Private property was defined more 
rigidly by John Locke and Adam Smith and eco- 
nomic activity no longer sought to sustain some 
minimum level of consumption but to expand 
and burgeon with profit. Companies and part- 
nerships grew and spread outward encircling the 
globe in a search for materials and customers. 
The hero in this adventurous thrust of Western 
man into unknown regions was the capitalist 
entrepreneur. Rejected by the closed society of 
medievalism, he patiently and unremittingly 
carved for himself a new world with new hori- 
zons and new gods. He was a revolutionist with- 
out theory. 

In this economic and political upheaval, the 
displaced who sought refuge in such projects 
as Sir Thomas More’s U¢opia were protesting 
against that revolution. They were turning 
their faces to the past and were seeking a world 
sundered beyond repair. This, as Professor E. H. 
Harbison says in his contribution to the sympo- 
sium (Chapter 1, Socialism in European History 
to 1848) characterized much of pre-Marxian so- 
cialist thinking. It would not be historically in- 
correct to say that the Utopians were reactionary. 

Ironically, the victory of the individualist 
spirit occured at a time when the technologies 
engendered by the Industrial Revolution turned 
upon individualism and eventually destroyed it. 
As Karl Polanyi once said, men could not toler- 
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ate subjection to the free market; they rebelled 
against being converted into a commodity and 
sought a way that would bring paradise on earth 
in.the midst of the bewildering and often mis- 
understood industrialism. 


[7 Js IN THIS CONTEXT that the sometimes ludi- 

crous, frequently unhappy experiences of the 
early American utopian settlements must be 
viewed. Hundreds of religious communist 
groups sprang up in the 19th century, many 
of them drawing spiritual sustenance from Ger- 
man pietistic sects. They wanted personal salva- 
tion by withdrawing from worldly affairs to 
seek communication with God. Communal life 
was necessary for survival; led by fanatical, 
charismatic personalities they devoutly prepared 
themselves for the millenium. Since wickedness 
was of the flesh they practiced celibacy (except 
for the Mormons and the Oneida Perfectionists 
whose theology justified an opposite attitude) 
and with their economies rooted in a kind of 
local autarchy they sought salvation on their 
own terms. This was the experience of the Eph- 
rata community in Pennsylvania, the Amana 
villages of Iowa, and the Rappites. 

Some of the longest lived of these pietistic 
colonies were those of the Shakers who drew 
their inspiration from a belief in spiritualism as 
well as from the revivalist movement and Qua- 
kerism. Most of those who accepted the Shaker 
theology were native Anglo-Saxons who brought 
to it a powerful Calvinist heritage. Despite the 
hostility that their peculiar religious dogmas 
aroused, they were able to win tolerance by their 
remarkable business acumen. Their theology ful- 
filled the spiritual needs of those who sought 
surcease from sin by enforcing a tough ethic of 
self-denial. Since perfection was a rational prob- 
lem, said the Shakers, it should be a way of life 
which would overcome the perpetual relapse into 
sin. As Stow Persons remarks in his article 
(Chapter 4, Christian Communitarianism in 
America) it was this search for a practical per- 
fection that drove the Shakers into communi- 
tarian socialism. 

In contrast to the Shaker communities, the 
Mormons were unable to overcome the sur- 
rounding antagonisms even though their astute 
combination of individualism and communalism 
permitted them to practice the capitalist ethic 
with impunity. It was not enough that polygamy 
called forth the hatred of others but in addi- 
tion, the wealth they created drew to their oasis 
in the desert “gentile” parasites who would 
pollute the faith. When Brigham Young estab- 
lished for the second time in Mormon history 
a communal order, he was clearly motivated by 
a desire to withstand the pressures of an outside 
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world. Yet Mormon communism was entirely 
voluntary and those who gave their property 
to the church were returned as much as they 
might be able to handle for their own and for 
the community good. 

The most outstanding example of religious 
communism was the Oneida Community whose 
leaders discovered in the doctrine of salvation 
a spiritual and physical perfectionism that was 
employed to rationalize a whole set of irregular 
practices. Engaging in sexual behavior as dis- 
tasteful to the outside multitude as that of the 
Mormons, they too were forced to set up isolated 
settlements. Their type of mixed marriage, 
which advocated sexual intercourse without re- 
gard to formal legal ties on the ground that 
this symbolized a spiritual liaison, was not how- 
ever an unregulated promiscuity. Constantly 
supervised, the children of such unions were a 
charge on the community. Despite the hostility 
of its contemporaries, the Oneida group was able 
to sustain itself for a long period of time more 
successfully than other communitarians because 
it made a particular effort to meet the economic 
demands of an industrial civilization. Today, 
while it no longer remains as-a special mode of 
communal life, it continues a vigorous existence 
as a manufacturing enterprise. 

Yet none of these communities could pos- 
sibly succeed, for they were essentially little more 
than embodiments of a doctrine of personal sal- 
vation that sought to build the next world by 
altering this world’s social and economic institu- 
tions. Under the impact of a ruthless industrial- 
ism they soon degenerated into ecstatic expres- 
sions of conversion. Nevertheless, they did en- 
compass the socialist solution for man’s ills, for 
they wanted not only moral and physical per- 
fection but they wanted this in a collectivity. 
This implies an acceptance of the notion of 
man’s perfectibility and an urge to overcome 
the corrupting influence of material things. They 
insisted also that the struggle to achieve a “so- 
cialist” victory must engage the common efforts 
of the entire group. But it is this conception 
that American democracy rejected, for the 
American believes that the individual personality 
rather than abstract forces is central in history. 
The universe, says he, is indifferent to the fate 
of human beings and what must be done to im- 
prove man’s lot on earth must be carried through 
by unflagging individual enterprise. 


AAMoNG THE Many who sought a new world 

in those days were persons who rejected both 
rugged individualism and the chiliastic reaction 
of the religious utopians. They preferred com- 
munal experiments which would be prototypes 
of a new civilization without supernatural trap- 
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pings. These were the secularists like Robert 
Owen and Charles Fourier, who combined in 
amazing ways hard-headed analyses of society’s 
ailments with naive and frequently fantastic 
Schemes for the reconstruction of human be- 
havior. Owen believed in a system of general ed- 
ucation that could with ease mold character 
through proper environment. This, he thought, 
was the way to fashion correct attitudes of co- 
operation and mutual respect. Yet for all his 
highly successful factory experience in England, 
his American colonies paid amazingly little at- 
tention to matters of economics. A philanthro- 
pist disdained by his fellow capitalists, Owen 
was compelled to take the side of the workers. 
Like Cabet and Fourier, he was basically a liberal 
whose philosophy of communal life could be 
easily accommodated to the American scene. 
The secular utopians believed in reason as an 
instrument for the discovery of reality: free 
speech, free press and unhampered assembly 
were fundamental requirements for the success- 
ful conduct of community life. There must be 
a free choice of occupations, they said, and the 
rights of women and chjldren must be vouch- 
safed. They were, in the last analysis, libertari- 
ans, and in this sense the ey were strongly anti- 
state. 

Perhaps this eidhinn why later socialists, es- 
pecially the Marxians, opposed the secularist 
solution. The Marxist is almost invariably an 
authoritarian to whom ;the kind of exploratory 
casualness implicit in the libertarian approach 
is a violation of historical order. History, he 
avers, has a preciseypattern which is revealed to 
the true believer only: by dialectics. Primitive 
communism was the Marxian Garden of Eden, 
and the Fall of man gwas brought about by the 
creation of a surplus of goods over which men 
were bound to fight. The class struggle is 
Providence, the proletariat is the Chosen Peo- 
ple, and Soviet Russia is the Kingdom of God. 
These notions are the essence of modern “‘scien- 
tific” socialism, which despite the disclaimers 
of its devotees is as much founded on faith as 
is any eschatology. 

In economics, Marx made what is perhaps his 
most unique contribution. However, Paul M. 
Sweezy’s discussion of Marxian economics in 
these volumes (Chapter 9, The Influence of 
Marxian Economics on American Thought and 
Practice) is not merely inadequate but heavily 
biased. Sweezy, as is well known, is considered 
by many to be the outstanding Marxian econo- 
mist in this country, but he accepts official doc- 
trine in a shockingly uncritical manner. Marx- 
ian economics, it is true, possesses a macroscopic 
quality that contrasts sharply with standard 
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theory. The view of reality obtained from the 
latter is as though we were looking through the 
small end of a telescope. It has an inescapable 
microscopic quality: the crucial problems are 
those of atomistic business units which passively 
react to economic activity rather than partici- 
pate in it. Marx repudiated this type of analysis 
and sought the key to an understanding of men 
in their relationship to each other. He con- 
structed a grand but rough body of doctrine 
that would permit us to grasp broad sweeps of 
reality: the crucial problems encompassed whole 
systems of economy. 

Yet this theoretical structure is built on sand. 
At the very beginning, Marx employs the pre- 
posterous notion that specific skills are not es- 
sential for theoretical analysis because skilled 
labor may be easily compared to unskilled labor 
by viewing both in a single line of work. This 
comparison can be made because of the supposed 
existence of abstract labor through which con- 
crete labor is transformed into a social aggre- 
gate. The notion of abstract labor is the key 
to an understanding of the labor theory of value, 
which is the cardinal principle in Marxian eco- 
nomics. But no empirical evidence has ever been 
offered to sustain the validity of the idea of ab- 
stract labor. In fact, Marx himself evaded the 
issue. It is one of those axioms that must be 
accepted entirely on faith; this is the founda- 
tion that supports the labor theory of value and 
the main body of Marxian economics. 


Marxian value theory leads directly to sur- 
plus value—to the theory of exploitation. The 
concept of the surplus has long fascinated men 
because it promises a solution to all the pressing 
moral, social, political and economic problems 
of the day. Its all-embracing character made it 
attractively facile. Yet its very generality makes 
it dubious as a method for solving economic 
problems, for complications may be easily ig- 
nored. These arise when an attempt is made to 
translate value into price terms, something that 


-no Marxian economist has yet been able to do in 


a logically satisfying way. Joan Robinson, the 
noted British economist, was quite right when 
she remarked several years ago that “. . . no 
point of substance in Marx’s argument depends 
on the labor theory of value.” 

Whatever substance there may be in Marx’s 
economics is in his theory of effective demand, 
his theory of crisis and in his concept of the 
flow of income from one sector of the economy 
to the others. All of the rest is in essence a kind 
of theology. The struggle to establish this sys- 
tematic socialist theology in the United States 
has its roots in the early history of the Socialist 
Labor Party. Not only was this the first work- 
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ingman’s political body in this country: of any 
significance but it brought forth in Daniel De 
Leon one of the major theoreticians of the social- 
ist movement. But as seems typical of all Marx- 
ist parties, factionalism and splits characterized 
its entire history. There is no need here to speci- 
fy the details of this story: Daniel Bell, a Fortune 
editor, relates in the longest and in many ways 
the most valuable article in the symposium, 
(Chapter 6, Marxian Socialism in The United 
States) the fascinating evolution and sorry col- 
lapse of socialism in America. 


HAT WE ARE mainly concerned with here is 

the seemingly inexplicable attraction that 
Marxism exerted, particularly on the intellectual. 
During the 19th and early 20th centuries Eu- 
rope’s rejected intellectuals and workers escaped 
in large numbers to this continent and many 
brought with them an old-world allegiance to 
socialist ideals. Arriving here they often found 
themselves subjected to an unexpected exploita- 
tion which had the effect of regenerating rebel- 
lious sentiments. There was created anew the 
desire to overcome frustration and despite the 
predisposition toward a gradualist philosophy 
that many socialists evinced, there were numer- 
ous others who not only advocated a more radi- 
cal attack but insisted that the working masses 
must be led by a professional vanguard to bring 
on the Marxian millenium. 

There is no doubt that Marxism, insofar as 
it exhibited the aspects of a mass movement, 
made room for the dispossessed of modern so- 
ciety. And insofar as the intellectual was alie- 
nated from the environment that spawned him, 
he found himself drawn to such mass move- 
ments. What was wanted was change, any kind 
of change, so long as it was rapid and even vio- 
lent. Sacrifice, the need for a new life, and, as 
Hannah Arendt has said, the fascination with 
self-effacement became the lodestones of the 
estranged. 

Among the most alienated is the writer. As 
Joseph Schumpeter once said, he who has the 
power of the spoken and written word and yet 
has no direct responsibility for practical affairs 
soon discovered that capitalism did not utilize 
his talents. There ensued a sharpened sensibility 
to materialistic pursuits and a loss of belief in 
whatever values were symbolized by the word 
“America.” Willard Thorp shows in his essay 
(Chapter 13, American Writers on the Left) 
that this was a characteristic reaction of such 
writers as Edward Bellamy and William Dean 
Howells. A tradition of the socialist novel in 
America began to be formed and from Howells 
on there runs a clear thread through Jack Lon- 
don, the utopian fiction of the 80’s and 90’s, 


21 


and Upton Sinclair down to the Studs Lonigan 
of James T. Farrell. 

The most influential literary force during 
these years was the perceptible leftward move- 
ment of writers and artists. They had reacted 
against the vigilantism of the Palmer raids after 
World War I, the corruption of the Harding 
regime, the legal murder of Sacco and Vanzetti, 
the stock market collapse of 1929 and the rise 
of fascism in Europe. The most disturbing 
event, however, was the October revolution in 
Russia. For some writers, such as John Reed, 
this was the birth of the City of God; for others, 
such as Max Eastman, there was a quick revul- 
sion against the inhuman excesses of the Soviet 
state. Eastman, and many others who followed 
him, could not accept being placed into uniform 
and told that artistic creation must advance the 
cause of the party. For rejecting this class aesthe- 
tic verbal slop was poured over the head of the 
helpless writer. He was accused of being a 
formalist, a sectarian, a Trotskyite wrecker, a 
literary gangster. Not many writers who were 
concerned with their own integrity could stay 
for long in such a climate. Yet the Communist 
Party in this country has never ceased its efforts 
to gather the*intellectual into its fold, as witness 
the prewar Writers’ Congresses and the postwar 
cultural conventions. 

The Communists could continue this because 
Marxism provided the intellectual with a specific 
function, for now direct action and the drive 
toward revolt could be verbalized. An all-in- 
clusive ideological system was constructed which 
explained the nature of society, the flow of his- 
tory and the formation of personality. Sidney 
Hook demonstrates (Chapter 8, The Philosophi- 
cal Basis of Marxian Socialism in the United 
States) that so-called scientific socialism came 
up with a number of propositions that were very 
attractive. A seemingly naturalistic social theory 
made new advances in science welcome and with 
man defined as a “rational, symbol using, and 
instrument making animal” morality became a 
culturally determined aspect of behavior. Neith- 
er goodness nor evil were considered to be innate 
properties of humanity. 

But the historical materialism which became 
their methodological byword blinded Marxists 
to the possibilities of evil under socialism. Since 
human nature develops only in consonance with 
the growth of culture, they argued, mankind 
must always move upward to higher Hegelian 
levels. Anything that furthers the attainment 
of such a goal is by the very nature of the dialec- 
tical process moral. Furthermore, this mystic 
dialectic permits its user to anticipate historical 
situations and to confidently predict their out- 
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come. Ironically, the implicit optimism in this 
imperative obscured its quality of absolute de- 
terminism. It is this that explains much of the 
insufferable dogmatism of the Marxist. It also 
explains his fanatical morale, his haste to demand 
and to render self-sacrifice, his perpetual pas- 
sion to become a molder of history. It is, as Hook 
remarks, a rationalization of intellectual terror 
which needed only political power to achieve the 
destruction of the human mind. 

To this there is opposed in this country at 
least a pragmatic attitude toward historical pro- 
gress. Americans, of course, have been attracted 
from time to time to self-centered teleological 
systems, as witness the ideology of the Puritans. 
In the main, however, they have been concerned 
with what takes place in history rather than with 
the impersonal forces that motivate events. Says 
David F. Bowers (Chapter 7, American Social- 
ism and The Socialist Philosophy of History): 
*. .. the chief figure in history is man .. . the 
universe is neither prevailingly hostile nor pre- 
vailingly favorable to human history [and] in 
any case man has the power (provided he uses 
it intelligently and imaginatively) to improve 
his fortunes and lot on earth continuously.” 
Thus, while man can control his fate, there is 
no ultimate goal beyond the horizon toward 
which he is inexorably driven. In the hands of 
America’s instrumentalist philosophers this at- 
titude was utilized to emphasize individual intel- 


ligence and self-reliance while rejecting the col- 


lectivist solution. There is in this approach an 
expressed preference for experimentation, a 
statement of generalizations in but tentative 
form, and a highly flexible conception of knowl- 
edge as an instrument for the solution of present 
day problems. 


AV coop peat oF THis has filtered into the 

American socialist’s credo (as distinguished 
from the communist, who by now should be 
acknowledged as only an agent of a foreign 
power). Yet socialism as a political force has 
failed in the United States. Part of that failure 
may be attributed to the socialists’ lack of aware- 
ness of the ability of political power to destroy. 
The class angle that was attached to history 
made angels of proletarians and their putative 
leaders. The latter, said the socialist, could serve 
only mankind; it was inconceivable that the 
urge to exercise power might impel a leader to 
serve no one but himself. In economics, the so- 
cialist became so enamoured of sheer size that 
he overlooked the frightening totalitarian poten- 
tial inherent in large organizations. Afflicted 
with a remarkable political naiveté, he saw re- 
flected in all revolutionaries his own integrity; 
when he met up with the new radical devotees 
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of the Leninist dictatorship his entire élan was 
so deflated that he could no longer conceive of 
democracy in revolution. It was something of 
a shock to have to acknowledge that democratic 
political procedures might still possess value; it 
was something of a relief to discover again the 
ancient truth that revolutions devour their own 
children. 

Revolution and violence are no strangers to 
the American tradition. John Locke had defen- 
ded the right to revolt and from the Declaration 
of Independence to the Emancipation Procla- 
mation a goodly number of our political philoso- 
phers agreed with Jefferson’s comment about 
periodically watering the tree of liberty with 
tyrants’ blood. But with the rise of industrial- 
ism after the Civil War, the sanctity and stabili- 
ty of economic processes became supreme; revo- 
lutionary remarks were no longer appropriate 
in polite society and the American middle class 
settled down to the relentless life of accumulat- 
ing a glittering industrial enterprise. Only un- 
derground, amongst the masses of the disposses- 
sed, did there continue a rumble of talk about 
the seizure of power under capitalism. 

To socialists, the revolution was merely the 
point in history at which they acquired for all 
time control of the economic system. Some, like 
De Leon and the German revisionists, thought 
that constitutional changes through the ballot 
box would become the major instrumentality 
for victory, particularly in such advanced coun- 
tries as England and the United States. Others, 
like the communitarians who were deeply con- 
cerned with the effect that the employment of 
certain means have on the ends in view, pre- 
ferred moral suasion. The communitarians, 
many of them sincere pacifists, were utterly in- 
capable of thinking in violent terms. Not so 
the anarchists and the communists, who urged 
direct action as the means for attaining the 
good life. This attitude was bound to evoke the 


sharpest hostility from the rest of society—as - 


witness the Haymarket affair. Most socialists, 
however, wisely abjure the uses of terror. They 
prefer parliamentary procedures, although a sus- 
picion was generated after the debacle of the 
Spanish republic that the defeated capitalists 
would not readily accept socialist reconstruc- 
tion. Neither history nor socialist doctrine, 
however, have provided answers to the question 
of handling such recalcitrant situations. 


HE GOAL of all socialists has been the creation 
of the classless society where men would no 
longer be divided. The conquest of nature, the 
eradication of poverty, and the final attainment 
of security would create true conditions of liber- 
ty. That this would impel radical psychological 
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and social changes is not denied. It would be all 
to the good, urged the socialists, for production, 
distribution and administration would be re- 
duced to a series of electronic impulses, freeing 
man from all the bonds of the ages. But what 
the socialists were unwilling to acknowledge is 
that this dream, like that of the millenarians, is 
utopian. It is a.vague and unspecified goal 
which, subject neither to verification nor to 
disproof, provides a comforting refuge when- 
ever immediate political objectives are rebuffed. 
In the Soviet Union the classless society is an 
even more monstrous myth. With it, the egali- 
tarian ideals of early socialism have been pet- 
verted, the dictates of the party justified, the 
rapacious demands of a secret police fulfilled. 
All that remains of the classless society is a 
threadbare slogan, not even useful in political 
campaigns. 


The disintegration of the ideal of classlessness 
exemplifies what has happened to socialism. The 
difficulty lies in the approximate fulfillment in 
our own time of whatever aspirations are ex- 
pressed in the socialist ideology. Orthodox Marx- 
ism assumes that so advanced an economy as 
ours should generate a high level of class con- 
sciousness, as in Germany prior to the first 
World War. But the American promise itself 
has become a kind of socialism and whenever 
our economy functions reasonably well, as at 
present, even the one-time radical intellectual 
becomes conservative. The classless ideal is dis- 
placed by the unbounded opportunity of 
America while Communism’s mythical cornu- 
copia is dissipated by the reality of mass pro- 
duction. To repeat Werner Sombart’s phrase: 
(quoted by Mr. Bell) “On the reefs of roast 
beef and apple pie socialistic Utopias of every 
sort are. sent to their doom.” 


In the past, the American worker has always 
thought of himself as a kind of business man. 
To take advantage of his opportunities, to de- 
velop a special skill—this allowed him to com- 
mand a higher price from his employer. If 
necessary, he could combine with his fellow 
workingmen in that peculiar American contri- 
bution to trade unionism, the craft local. Aside 
from such matters as wages and hours, he did 
not look upon his boss as a hated enemy. This 
Was true even of the larger industrial unions 
which grew out of the economic strife of the 
1930’s. In fact, there was little in the American 
scene to create a genuine socialist mass move- 
ment. Socialism was always somewhere on the 
periphery of America. 
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Daniel Bell suggests that this was because of 
socialism’s inept adaptation to the political re- 
quirements of a capitalist society. To become 
a politician seemed to violate the ethic of so- 
cialism; this, it was thought, could be avoided 
only on local levels, as in Reading, Milwaukee 
and Bridgeport. Beyond that, there was either 
a thoroughgoing rejection of society, as with the 
chiliasts, or an active subversion within society, 
as with the communists. Yet to be successful, 
socialists were required to make some compro- 
mise that would fuse their morality with capi- 
talist politics. However, again and again, with 
Debs and Hillquit and Thomas, socialists avoided 
facing up to crucial political issues. This was 
true for example when the Spanish workers 
asked for arms to beat back Franco, when the 
New Deal initiated legislative reforms, and when 
Hitler sent his Reichswehr across the European 
continent. This political infantilism effectively 
isolated socialists from the mainstream of 
American politics, which as Bell reminds us, was 
becoming a chessboard for power blocs. With 
trade union officials and industrial captains sit- 
ting on government commissions, there was an 
increasing tendency for the state not only to 
mediate in economic matters, but to dictate 
what actions it believed necessary for its own 
preservation. ; 


In this atmosphere socialists began to urge a 
“third force,” a notion that rejects the dominant 
ideologies of both communism and capitalism. 
While this is an educational, not a political fac- 
tor and while it does not exhibit the quality of 
compulsion and drive demonstrated .in earlier 
left wing movements, it does nevertheless insist 
that capitalism still has inherent weaknesses as 
yet unresolved. But it assumes that the correc- 
tion of these evils must not be achieved at the 
expense of the individual personality. Its basic 
philosophic conception is a recognition of con- 
tinuous change together with a denial of any 
Hegelian law of progress. It suggests that poli- 
tical factors may have greater relevance for the 
present world situation than economic ones. It 
is, of course, entirely committed to democratic 
methods in politics and while it deprecates force 
in international affairs, it recognizes that de- 
mocracy must defend itself. As Sidney Hook 
shows, this approach combines pragmatism with 
the moré useful insights of Marxism in an effort 
to “... realize the highest traditions of American 
democracy.” If there is any future for social- 
ism in America, we must agree with Professor 
Hook that it is these ideas that will embody its 
basic philosophy. 
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Harvest In The Negev 


by Malkah Raymist 


HE MILITARY operations which 

added the Negev to the area of 
the State of Israel paved the way 
for another kind of combined 
operation which is going on at this 
moment and is one of the most 
encouraging signs of Israel’s devel- 
opment today. Half a million du- 
nams of land which were desolate 
for centuries are now covered with 
waving barley and wheat, and an 
army of workers from all over the 
country, from kibbutzim, co-op- 
eratives and individual villages of 
every political shade and color, 
from Kfar Giladi in the North to 
Revivim in the South, are working 
at a feverish tempo under almost 
military organization to bring in 
the harvest. 

The whole operation was 
planned by Israel’s Ministry of 
Agriculture... Months of work 
were devoted to the mapping out 
and parcellation of the land, fol- 
lowing the ploughing and sowing 
several months ago—and now the 
reward is being reaped, in the 
most literal sense of the word. Few 
activities of the Government have 
earned such unanimous approval 
from the press of all parties. Here 
is a great piece of constructive 
endeavor, in which every section 
of the agricultural community, 
collective, co-operative, and pri- 
vate enterprise, is doing its part 
under the guidance of the Govern- 
ment of Israel. 

The rains and floods of last win- 
ter caused much hardship to the 
population of Israel, especially to 
those of the newcomers who still 
live in tents or huts. Much suffer- 
ing and material damage were 
caused by the floods. And yet the 
rains have proved to be a blessing 
in disguise. The exceptional har- 
vest which Israel is now reaping 
owes much to the unusual quan- 
tities of moisture’ that penetrated 
~ the soil. But only half the credit 
goes to-the rain; the other half 
goes to the farmers of Israel and 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Far - sighted, seasoned farmers 
immediately saw the advantage of 
the unusually heavy rainfall. As 
is known, rainfall is scanty in the 


Northern Negev. This year, how- 
ever, meteorological stations in the 
Negev registered an unpreceden- 
ted quantity of rain. The soil in 
the Negev is light and very fertile. 
Contrary to popular belief, it is 
not sandy; much of it consists of 
a fine, fertile soil called loess. In 
summer the loess cracks up from 
the dry heat, and part of it is 


_blown about by the wind, in the 


form a very fine, brownish-yellow 
dust, which is whirled in clouds 
and columns all over the desert, 
often filling the air. The dust 
thickens according to the strength 
of the wind, and sometimes turns 
into regular sand and dust storms 
which plague man and animals 
alike. Last winter’s rains, having 
penetrated deep into the soil, 
moistened a thick layer under the 
crust of loess. This crust preserved 
the moisture and enabled the seeds 
of the grain to draw on this 
precious reserve until they grew 
into full-blown corn stands, ripen- 
ing in th sun, rippling in the des- 
ert breeze, 


Seeing that the soil was well 
soaked, the Government decided to 
plough up a much wider area in 
the Negev. Under the Mandate 
the Negev had remained in the 
same condition as it had stood for 
thousands of years: a parched des- 
ert, bleak and cheerless, without 
any vegetation except an odd, dis- 
torted tamarisk tree, and a few 
tattered Beduin tents and camels to 
complete the landscape. The first 
large-scale attempts to populate 
the Negev were made in 1946, 
when eleven pioneer settlements 
were established literally overnight. 
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However their real significance 
was more symbolic than economic. 
They had hardly enough water for 
their own use—let alone for agri- 
culture. They practiced some dry 
farming, but fresh vegetables had 
to be brought to them during the 
first years of their existence. They 
merely held the land, after having 
occupied strategic points, prepar- 
ing the way and serving as an ins- 
piration to other pioneers. The 
economic results of their work 
were insignificant in the beginning. 
Today seventy settlements dot 
the face of the Northern Negev. 
The Southern Negev is still desert. 
During the four years of the exist- 
ence of the State of Israel, agricul- 
ture in the Negev has expanded 
five-fold, and goes on expanding. 
In 1951, a harvest was gathered 
from over 150,000 dunams (4 du- 
nams make one acre); that was 
the largest crop the Negev ever 
yielded, each year seeing a wider 
area ploughed up and cultivated. 
But this year something extraor- 
dinary happened. Half a million 
more dunams were cultivated, 
bringing the total of crops in the 
Negev to 700,000 dunams. 


ERHAPS THE DISTINCTION be- 

tween these crops and those of 
the Beduin dwelling in the Negev 
is worth mentioning. Today about 
one-fourth of the number of 
Beduin who formerly roamed the 
Negev are established in Israel. De- 
spite the reduction in numbers, 
their crops have reached the un- 
precedented figure of 350,000 du- 
nams of wheat and barley. Since 
the establishment of the State, the 
Beduins have been encouraged to 
Cultivate their lands, the bounda- 
ries of which have now been estab- 
lished. In 1948 the war prevented 
them from cultivating any land. 
But since then they have been 
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encouraged by the Government of 
Israel to cultivate more and more 
land. They obtain loans of grain 
and are enabled to rent Govern- 
ment tractors at a nominal price. 
The Beduin have to sell the grain 
to the Government at fixed prices, 
and smuggling of grain over the 
border is very severely punished. 
An interesting thing is that al- 
though the Beduins are eager to 
use tractors (some of them have 
already their own competent me- 
chanics), they refuse to use com- 
bines, claiming that they are 
wasteful, and prefer to harvest 
their crops by hand, by means of 
knives and sickles. They also 
thresh with camels and with don- 
keys, in the same way as father 
Abraham used to have his grain 
threshed. 


Another feature of Beduin agri- 
culture is that, until only a few 
years ago, they did not use even 
these antiquated instruments; they 
used to harvest by the ancient 
method of pulling out the stands 
with the roots. This practice is 
harmful to the soil for several 
reasons. The stubble and the roots 
normally left after the harvest pre- 
serve the top layer of the soil in- 
tact. The uprooting causes the 
soil to be turned over, exposing it 
to the sun and wind, which de- 
stroy the nutritive elements it may 
contain. Another reason is that 
roots and stubble,. rotting in the 
winter rains, produce the humus 
necessary for the next crop, thus 
renewing the supply of organic 
chemical nutrition for whatever is 
to be grown next on the same soil. 
There is of course no way of com- 
pletely preventing all the Beduin 
from continuing this harmful 
practice, but patient and repeated 
explanation and occasional fines 
imposed on transgressors have al- 
ready had satisfactory results. Ig- 
norance lies at the roots of this 
practice and: this gradually dis- 
appears when the Beduin becomes 
convinced that advice given to 
him is to his advantage. The area 
cultivated by the Beduin grows 
every year, and, with the adop- 
tion of some of the modern meth- 
ods, the yield increases considerab- 
ly. Together with the crop gath- 
ered by the Beduins, this year’s 
Negev harvest has been gathered 
from one million dunams. 
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e 
JULY RATES FROM $45.00 — SPECIAL LOW FAMILY RATES 














| 





SUNRISE 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT IRVING SMITH, Prop. 
LIVINGSTON MANOR 4, N. Y. 
Livingston Manor 146 N.Y.C.: CO 5-7433 
All Sparts @ Tennis @ Handball e Basketball e Baseball @ Swim Pool 
Free Boating on Lake 
Famous Willowemoc Trout Stream on Premises 
Athletic and Social Staffs 
NEW SUPERVISED DAY CAMP 
With Experienced Counsellors ° Night Patrol 
Beautiful Rumba Room and Bar Broadway Entertainment 
Paul Kahane and Orchestra 























arcadia 


HURLEYVILLE, N. Y. 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Lepseider 
HOME-LIKE 


Happiness” 


lake 


Hollywood Rooms with private and adjoining baths and showers 
— Television — Swimming Pool — Social Hall — Athletics -- 
The best food prepared under the supervision of Mrs. Lepseider. 


Complete Day Camp with competent director and trained counsellors 
Social Staff — Entertainment 


—SPECIAL LOW RATES— 
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Ownership Management 
BLISS FAMILY 
PRESENT THE BEAUTIFUL 


AMA 


axe WORTSBORO, NY. 
FOR YOUR SPRING & SUMMER VACATION 


“THE ARISTOCRAT OF THE CATSKILLS” 





All Sports * Grand Entertainment and 

Music + Supervised Children's Day 

Camp - Cocktail Bar and Lounge 
N. Y. Office: LO 9-1283 
Wurtsboro 2381 - 3331 


Gala 
VACATION 
s 6s + 
HOME - LIKE 
ATMOSPHERE 




















SILVER'S BLUE EAGLE HOTEL 


SOUTH FALLSBURG, N. Y. Tel. 223 and 636 


SUPERVISED CHILDREN'S DAY CAMP 
Broadway Entertainment — Dietary Laws 


Special Family Season Rates from $895 


Elfenbein, formerly of Breeze Lawn 





























(-“delmar# 


Broadway Entertainment Starring Ann King, Jeanne ee 
and others * Abe Schwartz and Orchestra 
New Main House, All with Private and Semi-Private Baths 
Buildings Heated Throughout 
TY * Pool ¢ Sports 
Tel. Lib. 1625 —N. Y. Tel. SH 3-2919 
















FERNDALE, N. 














GRADUS ROSEN ZELIG 


HOTEL GRADUS 


KIAMESHA LAKE, N. Y. 


Entertainment * Dancing * Cocktail Lounge * Ail Sports 
Swimming Pool * FREE Rowing * Dietary Laws 





SUPERVISED CHILDREN'S DAY CAMP 





Phone: Monticello 735 - 736 N. Y. C.: ES 5-7136 
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There are very few cattle in the 
Negev and therefore no organic 
manure can be spared for cereals. 
Whatever organic manure there is, 
goes to fertilize orchards and vege- 
table fields. But this offers no im- 
mediate problems, since the soil in 
the Negev is not worn out and 
may yield good crops for several 


. years to come. Also, the larger the 


cultivated area becomes, the better 
will its soil become through the 
preservation of the upper layer of 
loess by the stubble and a certain 
amount of humus added during 
the winter. 


HE NEGEV settlements 

would never have been able to 
cope with the work which had to 
be done in a very short time. 
Ploughing and sowing had to be 
done rapidly, as soon as the winter 
rains had ceased, but preferably 
while there were still light spring 
showers. Procrastination might 
cause the sprouting grain to with- 
er, or even not to sprout at all, 
should the season become too ad- 
vanced. Many kibbutzim and oth- 
er settlements from other parts of 
the country, especially veteran set- 
tlements in Galilee, undertook to 
cultivate large tracts of land in 
the Negev. For this they moved 
their own equipment and man- 
power from the plains and valleys 
and the cool hills of Galilee to the 
hot plains of the Negev. For weeks 
they ploughed and sowed. And 
now, when the time has come, over 
two hundred combines are ‘work- 
ing from sunrise to sunset to gath- 
er the harvest. The exact amount 
of grain cannot yet be estimated; 
besides, part of the crop consists 
of wheat and part of barley, each 
giving a different yield. Compared 
to the yield in the coastal plains 
and in the valleys, the yield per 
dunam in the Negev is smaller, 
though the quality of grain is just 
as good. 

Although it had been estimated 
that 350 combines would have 
done the harvesting job in two 
weeks—it has not been possible to 
mobilize this number for the 
simple reason that Israel does not 
possess so many. But very soon the 
crops in other parts will have been 
gathered in, and it will be possible 
to throw the bulk of the country’s 

“combine-power” into the Negev 
harvest. 
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None of this grain will be ex- 
ported. It will be used mainly to 
feed fowl and cattle, thus saving 
valuable foreign currency and 
hastening the day when Israel will 
be able to stand on its own feet. 


Mapai And The Socialist 
International 


T THE MEETING of the Mapai 

Central Committee on June 
17, 1952, it was decided by a 
large majority to resume active 
participation in the Socialist Inter- 
national. This decision was pre- 
ceded by intensive discussion in 
the press and at membership meet- 
ings. 

The opponents of Mapai’s re- 
sumption of ties with the Socialist 
International argued that there 
exists no basic partnership between 
the Israeli labor Party Mapai and 
the International. The Interna- 
tional socialist organization is to- 
day no longer a force for labor 
unity transcending national bor- 
ders. Every socialist labor party in 
the world is primarily concerned 
with its own country and its own 
national interests, irrespective of 
whether it is the ruling party or 
it is in the opposition. The Jew- 
ish labor movement in Israel has 
felt this policy keenly some years 
ago at the time of the struggle 
against England which was then 
governed by the Labor Party. 
Nor did the other socialist parties 
in the world intercede in any way 
while Israel was fighting for its 
independence. 

Another argument advanced 
against Mapai’s resumption of its 
ties with the Socialist Internation- 
al was the fact that the German 
Socialist Party is included in the 
organization. Since membership 
in the Socialist International is a 
purely voluntary matter, it was 
felt that the presence of Germans 
should preclude joining the Inter- 
national, 

A third argument of the oppo- 
nents of joining the International 
was based on the claim that the 
socialist parties of the world had 
not lived up to their principles 
about granting independence to 
oppressed peoples. Since Israel is 
part of Asia where colonialism is 
still rampant, it was felt that 
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SEASON-LONG FESTIVAL 
OF MUSIC AND DANCE 


Resident Staff 


Arthur Sherman, Director 
Jules & Anita Adolphe Bob Fitzgerald 
Adrienne Angel Howard Fried 
Pat Brooks Allegro Kane 


LEE EVANS and His Band 
and Guest Artists for Special Events 





POTTERSVILLE 2, N. Y. 
ON SCHROON LAKE 


All Sports - Private Beach - Boating - Canoeing - Saddle Horses, etc. 
Cozy Bar — Excellent Food 
5 CHAMPIONSHIP CLAY TENNIS COURTS 


Booklet and Rates on Request Phone: Chestertown (N. Y.) 2830-9681 
LEAH OKUN, Director 


NEW YORK CITY OFFICE: Phone MA 4-8570 - 1230 








prrimming Pool 
ne Enter+ 

house . ainment 

Solarium 


om ° All 


Beautify) 














HARRY LEADERMAN ANN STEINBERG LAZAR RESNICK 


THE HOUSE OF STARS 


GOLDEN HOTEL & CAMP 
SOUTH FALLSBURG, N. Y. 


Stars of Stage and Screen « All Sports * Filtered Pool * Private Lake 
Free Rowing ° Dietary Laws 
ORGANIZED CHILDREN'S DAY CAMP = SPECIAL RATES FOR FAMILIES 
REASONABLE RATES 
LAZAR: DI 2-5192; DI 5-8432 LEADEMAN: TI 2-0401; DA 3-3523 
or Hurleyville 125 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW — HAVE NO REGRETS LATER 











HOTEL 


SO. FALLSBURG, N. Y. 


ATTRACTIVE RATES 


NEW FILTERED SWIMMING POOL + ELEVATOR SERVICE 
Children's Day Camp (Nite Patrol) © Planned Entertainment 
All Sports © New Solarium & Social Hall © Dietary Laws 
New York Office Cl 7-0573 or Falisburg 195 
MAX ORLANSKY e ARTHUR PATTI 
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joining the Socialist International, 
which consists largely of parties 
of western countries, would pre- 
judice the relations of Israel and 
its neighbors, 


Finally it was argued that the 
Socialist International, as consti- 
tuted today, is chiefly a forum for 
the exchange of opinions and in- 
formation. By refraining from 
joining it, Mapai would not pre- 
judice its associations with specific 
socialist parties in the world while 
remaining free of identification 
with the general policies of the 
International. 


Those who supported Mapai’s 
affiliation with the Socialist Inter- 
national pointed out that in the 
past Mapai had been a member 
of the International since it came 
into being, and that there existed 
agreement with it regarding the 
general goals of socialism. Mapai, 
the supporters of affiliation said, 
was a partner of the socialist move- 
ment of the world in the great 
spiritual struggle against totalitar- 
ian communism on one hand and 
capitalism on the. other. Every 
people has its own fate and dis- 
tinctive character which lay their 
imprint on the individual socialist 
parties. This, however, should not 
lead to isolation. Despite all differ- 
ences Mapai still finds itself 
spiritually closest to the forces 
that are grouped in the Socialist 
International, and it would be un- 
reasonable to maintain ties with 
individual socialist parties yet re- 
fuse to participate in the world- 
wide framework of socialism. 


So far as German participation 
in the Socialist International is 
concerned it was pointed out that 
Germany is now represented in 
virtually every international body. 
To maintain this type of boycott 
would mean cutting oneself off 
from all international activity. 
And as for Israel’s position as an 
Asian country, it must be borne 
in mind that geography does not 
determine everything and while 
all efforts must be made to reach 
understanding with the Asian 
countries it must also not be for- 
gotten that Israel’s heritage has 
been affected by century-old bonds 
with the European and western 
world. 
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JULY 4th 


Fun Packed 
Holiday Program 


THE WILLIG FAMILY AND SIDNEY LANDES 
PROUDLY OFFER FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT. 
* Olympic Swimming Poo! ~~ ¢ Superlative Entertainment 
* Short 9-Hole Golf Course ¢ American and Rhumbe Musk 
© Championship Tennis end © Kashruth end Sebbeth Strictly 
Handball Courts - Observed 
* Free Boating and Fishing Reservations Now Accepted 
" LIVINGSTON MANOR, N. Y. 
» ‘ TELEPHONE 68 
ome N. ¥. PHONE TE 5-1598 
ENTERTAINMENT : Evenings undays 

















VACATIONER WANTS . 
BROADWAY ENTERTAINMENT - ALL 
BOATING - SWIMMING POOL - NEW PLAYHOUSE 
TOPS IN FOOD - DIETARY LAWS 
ATTRACTIVE RATES 
Supervised Children's DAY CAMP Phone Liberty 1180 


PARKSVILLE, NEW YORK 

















PECKLER HOTEL 


GROMAN, LIPSHITZ and LEAH SIMON 


SOUTH FALLSBURG, N. Y. Tel. Fallsburg 737 - 738 
Large Filtered Pool * New Baseball Field * Broadway Shows * Television 
Cocktail Lounge and Bar ¢ Private Baths and Showers * Dietary Cuisine 


COMPLETE CHILDREN'S DAY CAMP 
Under supervision of Licensed Teachers 


SPECIAL RATES FOR CONVENTIONS AND SHOP GROUPS 




















The Preferred Resort 
of Smart Young Men 
and Women 
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COVERT 
AUTOMOBILE CO. 


MONTALDO’S 


HERMANS 


Kew Gardens, N. Y. 








12th & Allen Streets 
Penna., Pa. 


Austin, Texas St. Louis, Mo. 
Bh Sma STANDARD 
— AUTO PARTS CO. 


St. Louis, Mo. 

















FIRST BANK & TRUST CO. 


Perth Amboy, N. J. 





R. C. MOTOR LINES, Inc. 


Express Service 


Florida 


T ROOFING CO. 


Orlando, Fla. 





LEON YUDOFF 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 





CARP’S TAVERN 


Albany, N. Y. 





MUTUAL SERVICE CORP. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


WELLS DAIRIES 
CO-OPERATIVE 


Columbus, Ga. 





STANLEY S. KILBURN 


Flushing, N. Y. 





GEORGE DRELE 


Bridgeport, Conn. 





SEA SIDE BAR & GRILL 


Daytona Beach, Fla. 





THE LEWIS STATE BANK 





‘HOWELL MFG. CO. 


North Carolina 





SWATLING PAINT & 
PAPER CO. 


New York City 





THE SUSSEX 
-TELEPHONE CO. 


Midland, N. J. 





FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS 
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
OF ORLANDO 


FLORIDA BAKING CO. 








WESTPORT BANK 
& TRUST CO. 


Westport, Conn. 





P. F. WILLIAMS CO. 


108 Livingston 
Columbus, Ohio 


FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS 
AND LOAN 


Parkersburg, Va. 


FIRWIN FURNITURE CO. 


14 Hamilton Avenue 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 





NECCHI SEWING 
MACHINE SALES CORP. 


164 West 25th Street 
New York City 








CENTRAL FLORIDA 
LUMBER & SUPPLY 
COMPANY, Inc. 


Orlando, Fla. 





REPUBLIC LOAN CO. 


Denver, Colo. 





SHOE DISTRIBUTORS 


Salsbury, Md. 





MODEL 
UPHOLSTERY SHOP 


New York City 





PARIS DRY CLEANING 
COMPANY 


South Bend, Ind. 


DALE LUMBER CO., Inc. 


Arlington, Va. 





FAIR LAWN 
DAIRY FARMS 


Fairlawn, N. Y. 





HERBERT 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


Tampa, Fla. 





MUTUAL BENEFIT 
HEALTH AND ACCIDENT 
ASSOCIATION 





I. R. C. & D. 
MOTOR FREIGHT 


Richmond, Va. 





GLYNN CLEANERS 
& LAUNDRY 


Brunswick, Ga. 





HUFFMAN BROS., Inc. 


Youngstown, Ohio 








UNION STORAGE & 
TRANSFER COMPANY 


Washington, D. C. 


BLUE BIRD TAXI 


Asheville, N. C. 
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SILVER HILL SAND 
& GRAVEL COMPANY 


Washington, D. C. 


CANADIAN 
FUR AUCTION SALES 
COMPANY, LTD. 


Quebec, Canada 


JOHNSON’S SPRING 
COMPANY, Inc. 


New York City 


ANDERSON 
BRASS WORKS, Inc. 


Alabama 








BELLEF DRESS SHOP 


3920 Laurel Avenue 
Brooklyn 24, N. Y. 


FOREMOST DAIRIES, Inc. 


CHECKER CAB CO. 


Omaha, Nebraska 


THE GREAT ATLANTIC 
& PACIFIC TEA CO. 








GREENWICH 
ENVELOPE CO. 


26 Bleecker Street 
New York City 





THE G. M. McKELVEY CO. 


Headquarters for Jantzen 


swim suits - sunclothes 


SAVANNAH 
DISTRIBUTING CO. 


Savannah, Ga. 


FELTEN TRUCK LINE 


750 N. 12th 
Kansas City 











INVESTERS 
DIVERSIFIED SERVICE 
INCORPORATED 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


VOLCO BRASS 
& COPPER CO. 


INTERNATIONAL 
IRON & METAL CO., LTD. 


Ontario, Canada 











ELECTRA COURT, Inc. 


Jackson Heights, N. Y. 


HOTEL GORDON 


Service Unexcelled 


“COLONIAL IS 
GOOD BREAD” 


CITIZENS 
NATIONAL BANK 


“The Bank of Courteous Service” 





PLAYLAND PARK 


Texas 





WOLFF & MARX CO. 


San Antonio, Texas 








CORDES SUPPLY CO. 


Milwaukee, Wis. 


PRESIDENTIAL 
MANAGEMENT CORP. 


New York City 








WHITE LAUNDRY 


Passaic, N. J. 





FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS 
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


New York City 


FLORIDA 
NATIONAL BANK 





HERTZ SHOE CLINIC 


334 Sutter Street 
San Francisco, Calif. 





RICHMOND SHEET 
METAL COMPANY 


California - 
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ON SWAN LAKE, N. Y. 
Liberty 1550 


Free Horseback Riding * Free Golf 
Painting & Crafts . . . Olympic 
Swimming Pool . . . Free Cabanas 
Supervised Children’s Day Camp 
- Night Patrol...2 Orchestras... 








SOSE CORTEZ Entertainment 
and his orchestra 
cieaavan BACHELOR ACCOMMODATIONS AT LOW RATES 
NEW YORK OFFICE: i 
Wi 7.9196 Bant Family Mgt. 

















HIGH UP IN THE WHITE MOUNTAINS 
on 
STINSON LAKE 
RUMNEY, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Mauthorne Lodge 


* Aaron L. RicamMan, Management 





A picturesque Setting where Mountains Meet the Lake! e Private White Sand Beach on 
Spring-fed Lake ¢ Rooms with Private Bath ‘and Shower ¢ Riding, Tennis, Boating, Moun- 
tain Climbing * HONEYMOON COTTAGE with fireplace and private sand beach. 


RATES FROM $60 TO $80 PER WEEK 
AMERICAN PLAN — CHOICE MENU 
SPECIAL RATES TILL JULY 15th AND AFTER LABOR DAY! 
POLLEN FREE AREA 


Write for Foldr—- HAWTHORNE LODGE 


STINSON LAKE, RUMNEY, N. H. 
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@ Summer Home of the FARBAND—LABOR ZIONIST ORDER 





27TH SEASON 





... the Labor Zionist Camp 


In the Heart of the Bear Mountains ¢ Only 45 miles from New York } 


Private Lake © Swimming ¢ Tennis ¢ All Other Sports ¢ Orchestra 


UNSER CAMP has throughout its fwenty-six 
seasons been the ideal spot for the discrimi- For Your Child... 
nating vacationist looking for “something ; 
different.” Offering every comfort and — CAMP 
ational facility, UNSER CAMP is particularly 
noted for its congenial Labor Zionist environ- KINDERWELT 
ment. Large social staff of well known artists Large staff of educators and 
of the Jewish stage. trained counsellors, resident 
doctor and nurse . . . Classes 
Lowest Rates for the in Jewish studies, dramatics, 
Week, Week-End or Day arts and crafts, all sports. 


RESERVATIONS FOR SECOND 
UNSER CAMP & KINDERWELT HALF OF SEASON ONLY 
45 East 17th Street OR 3-6500 New York 3, N. Y. 
CHARLES J. AZENBERG, Manager BEGINNING JULY 30th 
HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y., Phone Highland Mills 3091 























Se — - nee) 
. emeent iN 


| in EAR = =" Fabulous 


$ aa E , 
4 we: p NDRON'S p b, 
7 ae DCotel and cortaces 


(Upper) LOON LAKE, FRANKLIN COUNTY, N. Y. 
PARADE 3500 acres—1800 feet high in pollen-free Adirondacks 


’ 2 —JUNE 26 JULY 4TH 
OF STARS GALA YOUNG rovey FUN PACKED 
to Appear EVENTS WEEK OLIDAY 


Morey Amsterdam PARTY PROGRAM 


sity Yuen * GOLF... (8-hole private championship 


a Red Buttons course—famed Ford Brothers,Pros, 
i Lanvéinee -«-A-mile PRIVATE LAKE... 5 others 
ic, Beth Hunter * Headline ENTERTAINMENT ,.. STARS 
es, Jack Durant 0 
JE% Sobnny Howard «+s Noted Orchestra 
eae —_ * YOUNG FOLKS’ Wonderland 
ages, PON Yost VIKIOES ¢ Famed ANDRON CUISINE... 
Fx dietary laws observed 
* CHILDREN... genuine camp program 
» « « expert directors 
As ie * RENOWNED k.#1... 
Senet Set 46 a —_ 
DAVID S. ANGRON saz. 
DAVE LEVINSON 






































